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2020 was an unprecedented year that impacted all of us, both personally and professionally. 
While the wide-reaching effects of the global pandemic had significant influence on AATS  
Foundation programs, we are very proud that the mission and vision continues to expand  
despite the challenges faced. 

We had a goal this year to create more career development awards and research scholarships, 
and as a result of the generosity of so many individuals and new industry partnerships, we 
have been successful. Donor contributions demonstrate how committed you are to promoting  
excellence in thoracic and cardiovascular surgery for generations to come and is a true  
testament to our donors’ belief in the scholarship commitment of our organization.

Thank you for your dedication to our Foundation. We are proud to share the following  
highlights from 2020:

 >   The fundraising goal was surpassed, resulting in a total of more than $2.1M to  
invest in the next generation of thoracic and cardiovascular surgeons

 >  Six new programs were approved and funded to be launched in 2021

 >   A record number of meritorious applications for our established research  
programs were submitted 

 >  A $1M grant from AstraZeneca was received in collaboration with AATS

 >   AATS member giving increased, demonstrating the value of funding individual  
surgical scholarship

 >   AATS leadership continued to support the mission of the Foundation by  
providing an additional $358K through the AATS matching grant

As you read this Annual Report, we hope you are proud of the critical role you played in the 
Foundation’s many accomplishments, especially during these unparalleled times. Thank you  
for your generosity. 

With gratitude,

David H. Adams, MD                                Timothy J. Gardner, MD
President, AATS Foundation                  Secretary, AATS Foundation 
99th AATS President    82nd AATS President

David H. Adams, MD 

Timothy J. Gardner, MD

A Message from AATS Foundation Leadership

2020 Annual Report
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Even amidst a global pandemic, generous donors and partners ensured that the AATS Foundation continued to grow and 
thrive in 2020. These pages highlight notable accomplishments achieved last year, which we are honored to share. 

During the 2020 end of year campaign, contributors to the AATS Foundation were called upon to elevate their giving to the 
next Lifetime Giving Circle. The outpouring of support was incredible and resulted in a record amount of more than $668K 
raised during the month of December. We are pleased to share the new giving levels and number of donors in each. 

Benefactors’ 
Circle 

$75,000 - 
$99,999

*0 Donors

Presidents’ 
Circle 

$100,000 - 
$249,999
*3 Donors

Mentors’ 
Circle

$50,000 -  
$74,999

*2 Donors

Scholars’ 
Circle

$25,000 -  
$49,999

*3 Donors

Leadership 
Circle

$10,000 -  
$24,999

*28 Donors

Founders’
Circle

$5,000 -  
$9,999

*28 Donors

Members’ 
Circle

Up to $4,999
*421 Donors

Foundation  
Circle 

$250,000 - 
$499,999
*2 Donors

GOAL: $1.7 MILLION

ACTUAL:  
$2.1 MILLION
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$200,000

2020 Donors per Lifetime Giving Circles

  

 
 

 
 

TOTAL  
MATCHED  

IN 2020:  
$358,714

The overwhelming support of many donors resulted 
in a record amount of AATS matching grant funds 
dispersed. Thanks to the generous participation 
of those who took part in the match, an additional 
$358,714 was invested in the Foundation in 2020.

2020 Matching Grants

543 Gifts made by 
408 Total Members

28% of members donated to the AATS Foundation in 2020. 

MEMBER DONORS:

645 Gifts made by 
487 Total Donors 

ALL DONORS:

2020 DONOR STATISTICS AND DONOR SPOTLIGHT
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In 2020, the AATS and AATS Foundation established a strategic collaboration with AstraZeneca to create the AATS  
Leading the Way in Lung Cancer Care Initiative. AstraZeneca is a leader in the evolving landscape of early-stage lung  
cancer, and committed $1M in funding for this important initiative, ultimately launching a novel collaboration in the  
thoracic surgery specialty. An impressive $725K was allotted for Foundation activities. AstraZeneca’s strategy in lung  
cancer is focused on early detection and treatment, enhancing innovation, and delivering life-changing medicines that  
help patients live better, longer lives. 

Spearheaded by Dr. Yolonda L. Colson, AATS  
President-Elect and AATS Foundation Advisory Council 
Chair, and Dr. Brendon M. Stiles, AATS Foundation  
Advisory Council Member, this collaboration focuses  
on fostering new knowledge and innovative ideas to  
improve lung cancer treatment through research and  
the education of the next generation of thoracic  
surgeons. The strength of the AATS Foundation’s  
commitment to the future of the specialty and patient 
care is embodied in more than 25 research and  
educational programs administered for thoracic  
and cardiovascular surgeons. 

Central to this new collaboration is the support  
for Surgical Investigator Awards focused on lung  
cancer research, as well as support for emerging  
thoracic surgical oncologists, and women and faculty  
underrepresented in medicine early in their thoracic surgical careers. These programs fund the research and development  
of young thoracic surgeons who will ultimately lead the future in thoracic surgery, improving outcomes and changing  
treatment paradigms for thoracic surgical patients throughout all communities. Improving the care of thoracic surgical  
patients, and being inclusive of different genders, ethnic and racial compositions, in both academic and community  
practices, are the pillars of this important collaboration.

  

 

“Given our similar goals and 
 missions to innovate for lung  
cancer patients, this collaboration 
with AstraZeneca is a natural  
and mutually beneficial endeavor. 
Our initial efforts will focus on 
research, innovation, and  
collaborative leadership to  

foster education and the sharing of ideas between 
AATS, AATS Foundation, and AstraZeneca; all  
for the benefit of our patients.”
- DR. YOLONDA L. COLSON

“As cardiothoracic surgeons, our patients are some of the most complex  
patients in the world. We gladly take on the challenge of providing excellent  
multidisciplinary patient care for each one and we strive to innovate every day  
to find new cures and to continually improve care delivery to all our patients.”
- DR. BRENDON M. STILES

Strategic Collaboration Established with Grant from AstraZeneca 
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The AATS Foundation provides educational and research opportunities for surgeons, fellows, residents, and medical  
students from around the world to enhance their surgical knowledge and technical skills and advance innovation in  
thoracic and cardiovascular surgery.

FELLOWSHIPS AND EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS 
The AATS Foundation continued to grow the robust portfolio of cardiac, thoracic, and congenital fellowships available to  
surgeons worldwide in 2020. These programs offer a variety of opportunities for those interested in all areas of thoracic and  
cardiovascular surgery such as robotic surgery, minimally invasive surgery, thoracic surgical oncology, valve disease, and atrial 
fibrillation. In addition, new programs focused on diversity and career development were established and will be launched in 2021.  

MULTI-SPECIALTY
>  AATS Foundation Cohn Lectureship
>  AATS Foundation Gardner Lectureship
> David J. Sugarbaker Memorial Lectureship
> Evarts A. Graham Memorial Traveling Fellowship
>  Japanese Association for Thoracic Surgery Fellowship 

Sponsored by Medtronic
> Medical Student Diversity Scholarship NEW PROGRAM
>  Summer Intern Scholarship  

Supported by Scanlan
>  Valerie Rusch Mentored Career Development Award 

NEW PROGRAM

ADULT CARDIAC 
>  Advanced Valve Disease Educational Fellowship   

Sponsored by Medtronic
>  Chinese Surgeons International Training Program 

Sponsored by Medtronic
>  Cardiac Surgical Robotics Program 

Sponsored by Intuitive Surgical
> Denton A. Cooley Fellowship 
> Honoring Our Cleveland Clinic Mentors Program

>   James L. Cox Fellowship in Atrial Fibrillation Surgery 
Sponsored by AtriCure Inc.

>   Sir Magdi Yacoub International Mentored Career 
Development Award NEW PROGRAM  

CONGENITAL 
> Aldo R. Castaneda Fellowship 
> Marc R. de Leval Fellowship

THORACIC 

>   AATS Foundation Equity Award NEW PROGRAM 
Sponsored by AstraZeneca

>   Emerging Thoracic Surgical Oncologist Fellowship  
NEW PROGRAM  
Sponsored by AstraZeneca

> F. Griffith Pearson Fellowship
> Jack A. Roth Fellowship in Thoracic Surgical Oncology
>  Thoracic Surgical Robotics Fellowship 

Sponsored by Intuitive Surgical
>   Thoracic Surgery Training Fellowship   

Sponsored by Ethicon China

AATS FOUNDATION PROGRAMS

>  AATS Foundation Equity Award
Provides funding to early to mid-career women and faculty underrepresented in medicine to develop the foundations for successful careers 
in academic thoracic surgery. This award supports activities critical for academic success such as grant writing, pilot research studies, formal 
research or leadership training, the pursuit of advanced degrees, educational curriculum development, community outreach or other  
professional development opportunities.

>  Emerging Thoracic Surgical Oncologist Fellowship
Fosters multidisciplinary knowledge and innovation to improve lung cancer treatment through the education of the next generation by  
supporting young thoracic surgeons to spend time at a premier AATS host institution, in addition to providing a travel grant to attend the 
AATS Annual Meeting and International Thoracic Surgical Oncology Summit.

>  Sir Magdi Yacoub International Mentored Career Development Award
Provides grants to international cardiac surgeons to support clinical observational training, translational research, and the 
opportunity to have a visiting cardiac surgeon-mentor provide training, education, or research support at the recipient’s  
home institution.

NEW FELLOWSHIPS AND EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS ESTABLISHED IN 2020
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RESEARCH PROGRAMS
Funding the research initiatives of future leaders in the field remains a priority for the AATS Foundation. 2020 marked  
the addition of new programs and collaborations supporting cutting edge research.

> Academic Excellence Award 
> C. Walton Lillehei Resident Forum
>  Cardiac Surgical Resident Investigator Award  

NEW PROGRAM
>  David J. Sugarbaker Surgical Resident 

Investigator Award NEW PROGRAM

> Research Scholarship
> Surgical Investigator Program
>  WTS Mid-Career Investigator Award NEW PROGRAM 

Sponsored by Medtronic

>  David J. Sugarbaker Surgical Resident Investigator 
Supports general surgery residents with a focus on thoracic surgical oncology, specifically with an interest in conducting  
mesothelioma or lung cancer research, to work directly with an established thoracic surgical investigator. 

>  Surgical Investigator Award for Lung Cancer Initiatives 
Funded by AstraZeneca, this grant will provide funding to support research proposals focused on the treatment of lung cancer, either in  
terms of basic science advances, surgical outcomes or the development of quality initiatives.

>  WTS Mid-Career Investigator Award
Intended for mid-career women cardiothoracic surgeon-scientists to support clinical, translational, or basic science research initiatives.

NEW RESEARCH PROGRAMS ESTABLISHED IN 2020

“I am extremely grateful to AATS for providing this  
excellent opportunity. It made me a better clinician,  
teacher and a leader...Knowledge is dynamic and I shall 
continue to seek more experiential opportunities through 
the AATS Foundation. Learning never ends!”
- CHIZOBA EFOBI, EVERY HEARTBEAT MATTERS VALVE  
FELLOWSHIP RECIPIENT

2020 Annual Report
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Your investment in the AATS Foundation, along with those of other generous donors, resulted in $2.1M to invest in  
the individual scholarship and research initiatives of thoracic and cardiovascular surgeons around the world.  Some  
notable accomplishments are highlighted below.

INVESTING IN THE AATS FOUNDATION 

“I feel blessed to have successfully completed my most valuable fellowship at 
such a tough and testing time, against all odds. This fellowship greatly boosted 
my confidence and will go a long way in widening my practice…this experience 
has helped broaden my perspective, not just in the field of cardiothoracic  
surgery, but in healthcare as a whole.”
-  DR. GANESH AMMANNAYA, ADVANCED VALVE DISEASE EDUCATIONAL  

FELLOWSHIP RECIPIENT, PICTURED WITH DR. AUBREY GALLOWAY

“The number of programs available through the AATS Foundation is astounding 
and the generosity of each of the awards is also very amazing and allows us to be 
able to pursue advanced training or fellowship experiences…The AATS Foundation 
is so generous in giving us the security that we are being supported while we are 
learning those skills, techniques, and protocols which are then brought back to 
our own institutions to advance our own practices…It makes me feel really  
honored to be part of a specialty that values mentorship so much.” 

-  DR. UMA SACHDEVA, F. GRIFFITH PEARSON FELLOWSHIP RECIPIENT, PICTURED WITH DR. VALERIE RUSCH

“My participation in 
the Every Heartbeat 
Matters Valve  
Fellowship was  
very inspiring and 
indeed an important 
step in my career. It 

helped me to look at cardiothoracic surgery  
from a different angle. I now realize that the  
multidisciplinary team collaboration is a  
cornerstone of success in this critical type  
of surgery.”
-  DR. HOSAM FAROUK AHMED, EVERY HEARTBEAT  

MATTERS VALVE FELLOWSHIP RECIPIENT

The first virtual Thoracic Surgical Robotics 
program, supported by Intuitive Surgical, was 
hosted providing attendees the opportunity to 
enhance their robotics skills and interact with 
leading experts in the field.
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“I was excited and  
honored to be in one 
room with such expert 
surgeons like Dr. Starnes, 
Dr. Baker, Dr. Kiankhooy, 
Dr. Fleischman and Dr. 
Cunningham. It was  
fascinating to watch 

these leaders in their field working not only in the 
OR, but also doing rounds on the floors, discussing 
complex cases, consulting with patients in the clinic 
and much more. I was exposed to the invaluable 
experience of watching these master surgeons  
apply their clinical decision-making. Being able to  
be a part of those discussions enabled me to  
adopt some of that same wisdom in making future 
decisions for my own patients, saving them, and 
myself, from some of the pitfalls.”
-  DR. IHAR KIZIUKEVICH, JAMES. L COX FELLOWSHIP  

IN ATRIAL FIBRILLATION RECIPIENT, PICTURED  
WITH DR. VAUGHN STARNES

“My visit to Great  
Ormond Street  
Children’s Hospital 
only further  
confirmed that  
the field of 
cardiothoracic  
surgery including  
my subspecialty of congenital cardiothoracic  
surgery is vibrant, will continue to grow 
further, and reinforces the notion that it is a 
great time to be a cardiothoracic surgeon, 
especially a congenital cardiac surgeon! I am 
hoping such travelling fellowships will help  
establish and strengthen international  
cooperation, foster friendships, and help  
participants on both the sides to exchange 
ideas and techniques. Ultimately, it is our  
patients who are the beneficiaries from 
such endeavors.”
-  DR. SANDEEP SAINATHAN, MARC R. DE LEVAL  
FELLOWSHIP RECIPIENT

“My outlook on CT surgery has moved from a career I am potentially  
considering, to a field I want to pursue with full effort and passion. I believe  
there are many areas in the field that can benefit from aspiring surgeons,  
such as changes in medical education and legislative advocacy in the field,  
which I hope to contribute to moving forward.”
- AHMAD HIDER, SUMMER INTERN SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT, PICTURED  
WITH DR. JULES LIN

“Working everyday side by side with giants of aortic surgery and being 
part of their team was an invaluable experience that not only expanded 
my surgical skillset, but also opened the way to new, exciting possibilities 
for my professional development and career progression. Many thanks to 
the AATS Foundation for this fantastic opportunity!”
- DR. CRISTIANO SPADACCIO, AORTIC TRAINING FELLOWSHIP AND LEARN FROM  
THE MASTERS RECIPIENT 
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The AATS Foundation strongly believes in the importance of research opportunities available to young thoracic and  
cardiovascular surgeons and has funded 74 awardees in their initiatives.

FOCUS ON RESEARCH

Past awardees expressed gratitude for the tremendous impact Foundation research programs have had on their careers. 

Surgical Investigators by Specialty

“The AATS Foundation Surgical Investigator Award provided 
the opportunity for me to explore how MRI may be used to 
evaluate aortic dissection risk prediction. With this seed  
grant, we have been able to uncover novel correlations  
between aortic hemodynamics and aortic wall biomechanical 
properties. The program is an invaluable springboard for  
young surgeon-scientists like myself to carry their research  
to the next level.”
- DR. JENNIFER CHUNG, AATS FOUNDATION SURGICAL INVESTIGATOR 

Research Scholars by Specialty

5% Congenital

41% Cardiac

54% Thoracic

Since 1985, the esteemed Research Scholarship has supported  
a two-year research award for young faculty pursuing an  
academic career. This program honors several of the pioneers  
in thoracic and cardiovascular surgery and some of the leaders of 
today were early recipients of the scholarship.

A second flagship program, the Surgical Investigator Program, was 
launched in 2014 to support the cutting-edge research of future leaders  
in the field. The two-year grant funds young thoracic and cardiovascular 
surgeons in clinical or translational research on topics related to quality 
and outcomes research, and studies of new and innovative therapies,  
procedures, and technologies in thoracic and cardiovascular surgery.

Surgical Investigator Applications by Year

38  2020 

 2019 

 2018

 2017 

 2016 

 2015 

 2014 28

17

18

11

23

12

*Record year of research 
applications for Surgical 
Investigator Program

Computational fluid dynamics  
model of streamlines in patient- 
specific anatomy based on 4D-flow 
magnetic resonance imaging.

43% Thoracic

40% Cardiac

17% Congenital
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“Getting an AATS Research  
Scholarship has been a major 
boost for my budding academic 
career. It has allowed me to justify 
my protected time, generate  
valuable data, and establish a 
track record  for future grants. It 
has been critical in helping me  
get to the next level in my  
research career.”
-  DR. SMITA SIHAG, DAVID J.  

SUGARBAKER RESEARCH SCHOLAR

“As an early career investigator and  
academic surgeon-scientist, I am supremely 
grateful to the AATS Foundation for the 
support I have a received for my research 
in congenital heart disease.  The AATS 
Norman Shumway Research Scholarship 
has been instrumental in helping to build 
the foundations of my congenital heart 
research lab and will serve as a critical factor 
in helping to secure future grant support.” 
- DR. DAMIEN J. LAPAR, NORMAN SHUMWAY  
RESEARCH SCHOLAR

“I am extremely 
grateful for the 
AATS Foundation’s 
support as it has 
enabled us to  
get our project 
started, enhanced 
its visibility, as well as enabled  
the establishment of  
important collaborations.”
-  DR. NATHALIE ROY, AATS  

FOUNDATION SURGICAL 
INVESTIGATOR

“As science progresses, it is paramount for 
physician-scientists to be at the forefront of 
these developments, working toward novel 
therapies and approaches that will benefit 
our patients.  In today’s competitive research 
environment, grants such as those provided 
through the AATS Foundation are critical to 
the success of young investigators.  I am  
personally very grateful for the support I  
have received through the AATS Foundation 
and I look forward to giving back to the  
organization as my career moves forward.” 
-  DR. MATTHEW J. BOTT, ANDREW MORROW  

RESEARCH SCHOLAR

“The Michael DeBakey Research Scholarship from the AATS 
Foundation has been instrumental in helping me advance  
my research career. The scholarship helped strengthen a 
collaboration with the ImmunoX initiative at UCSF and led to 
two other private institution research grants over the past 
year. In addition, the preliminary data gathered as a direct 
result of AATS funding helped me apply for my first NIH/NCI 
K08 award last spring. Support from the AATS Foundation 
continues to serve as an important catalyst in my research 
aimed at improving outcomes for patients with surgically- 
resected early-stage lung cancer.” 
-   DR. JOHANNES R. KRATZ, MICHAEL DEBAKEY RESEARCH SCHOLAR 

(PICTURED ON LEFT)

Research Scholars, Drs. Smita Sihag and 
Damien LaPar were recognized by  
Drs. David Adams and Timothy Gardner. 
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The following summary of the AATS Foundation financial report is for the year ended December 31, 2020*.  Assets 
total $11.2 million, which represents a nearly $1.8 million increase from 2019, and liabilities total $1 million, which 
represents a $127K decrease from 2019.

2020 FINANCIAL REPORT

Total Operating Revenue of nearly $2.4 million in 2020 (see Chart 1 – compared with $2.6 million in 2019), which breaks  
down as follows:
Grants and Contributions, General Unrestricted Funds: $285,858 (compared to $262,224 in 2019).
Grants and Contributions, Restricted Funds: $1,483,470 (compared to $1,184,298 in 2019).
AATS Grant and In-kind Support: $132,184 (compared to $717,955 in 2019). In 2020, AATS Foundation took on direct costs,  
which reduced the grant and in-kind support previously provided by AATS. 
AATS Matching Grant: $358,714 (compared to $266,752 in 2019).
Interest/Dividends: $132,067 (compared to $148,034 in 2019).

Total Operating Expenditures amounted to more than $1.1 million (see Chart 2 – compared to $2.1 million in 2019), which 
 breaks down as follows: *Reduction of expenditures due in large part to travel restrictions and program delays as a result of global pandemic.

Grants and Awards: $657,086 (compared to $1,619,562 in 2019).  
General and Administrative Expenses:  $461,235 (compared to $401,743 in 2019).  
Development Costs: $17,922 (compared to $38,920 in 2019).
Committee Costs:   $6,856 (compared to $9,783 in 2019).
Meetings and Education Costs: $0 (compared to $4,465 in 2019). 

We ended the fiscal year with unrestricted net assets of $5,678,121 and $4,557,220 in net assets restricted for programs  
in 2021 and beyond. 

The financial position of the AATS Foundation remains strong thanks to the generous support of our donors. 

Emile A. Bacha, MD 
Treasurer

*Please note, 2020 financial activities are unaudited at time of print.

  Grants and Contributions: Restricted Funds
  Grants and Contributions: General Unrestricted Funds
 AATS Grant
 AATS Matching Grant
 Interest/Dividends

CHART 1

$1,483,470 

$132,184

$285,858
$358,714 

$132,067

 Grants and Contributions
 General and Administrative
 Development
 Committee
 Meetings and Education

CHART 2

$657,086

$461,235

$17,922
$6,856

2020  
EXPENSES*
$1,143,099

2020  
REVENUE*
$2,392,293



 11  

2020 Annual Report

> James L. Cox Fellowship in Atrial Fibrillation Surgery

> International Cardiovascular Valve Symposia 

> Thoracic Surgery Training Fellowship

> AATS Foundation Equity Award
> Emerging Thoracic Surgical Oncologist Fellowship
> Surgical Investigator Program > Advanced Valve Disease Educational Fellowship

> AATS Foundation/WTS Mid-Career Investigator Award 
> Chinese Surgeons International Training Program
> Japanese Association for Thoracic Surgery Fellowship

> Advanced Lobectomy Course
> Cardiac Surgical Robotics Program
> Thoracic Surgical Robotics Fellowship
 

AATS Foundation Partners 
The AATS Foundation partners with corporations and organizations to fund select research and educational programs. 

Help advance patient care and ensure excellence in thoracic and cardiovascular surgery by becoming a distinguished partner.  
The AATS Foundation Development Office will work closely with your staff to create a mutually beneficial relationship, aligning  
our goals and missions. 

Current projects supported by partners include:

> Summer Intern Scholarship

To learn more about becoming an AATS Foundation partner, contact Katie Federico 
at kfederico@aats.org or 978-252-2200 Ext. 544.

2020 Annual Report
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The AATS Foundation is grateful for donors who have made significant contributions 
throughout the years. Thank you to the following Lifetime Giving Circle Members:

Graham Circle
$1,000,000+
American Association for  
   Thoracic Surgery
Edwards Lifesciences Foundation
Intuitive Surgical, Inc.

Sugarbaker Circle
$500,000-$999,999
Medtronic

Foundation Circle
$250,000-$499,999
AstraZeneca
AtriCure, Inc.
Ethicon 
Ethicon China
Oz Lemole Fund  

Presidents’ Circle
$100,000-$249,999
David H. Adams, MD
Anonymous  
Anonymous 
   Facilitated by David J.  
   Sugarbaker, MD
Cleveland Clinic
  Facilitated by Lars G. Svensson,  
  MD, PhD
Joseph S. Coselli, MD
Chris and Jane Petrin and Friends  
   and Family of Ford-Petrin
Texas Medical Center 
Y. Joseph Woo, MD

Benefactors’ Circle
$75,000-$99,999
The Children’s Hospital  
of Philadelphia 
    Facilitated b Thomas L. Spray, MD
David R. Jones, MD
James D. Luketich, MD
Marc and Cindy Moon 
Hartzell V. Schaff, MD
Seemine International 
    Medical Company 
Vaughn A. Starnes, MD

Mentors’ Circle
$50,000-$74,999
Ismail El-Hamamsy, MD
Timothy J. Gardner, MD
Kristopher M. George, MD
Robert M. Kroslowitz
LivaNova
Craig R. Smith, MD
Thomas L. Spray, MD

Scholars’ Circle
$25,000-$49,999
Abbott
Lishan Aklog, MD
Emile A. Bacha, MD
Vinay Badhwar, MD
William Brinkman, MD
Edward P. Chen, MD
CHI St. Luke’s Health-Baylor  
   St. Luke’s Med Center

CHMC Cardiovascular Surgical  
Foundation at Boston  
Children’s Hospital 
    Facilitated by Pedro del Nido, MD 
Christiana Care Health Services
Yolonda L. Colson, MD, PhD
James L. Cox, MD
Michael N. D’Ambra, MD
Ralph J. Damiano, Jr., MD
Raja M. Flores, MD
Aubrey C. Galloway, MD
J. William Gaynor, MD
Genprex
Leonard N. Girardi, MD
Richard A. Jonas, MD
Bernard J. Leininger, MD
George J. Magovern, Jr., MD
Reza J. Mehran, MD
D. Craig Miller, MD
Todd K. Rosengart, MD
Scanlan International, Inc.
St. Jude Medical, Inc.
David J. Sugarbaker, MD
Lars G. Svensson, MD, PhD
Toronto General Hospital,  
   Division of Thoracic Surgery 
   Facilitated by Shaf Keshavjee, MD
James S. Tweddell, MD

Leadership Circle
$10,000-$24,999
Michael A. Acker, MD
Philip D. Allmendinger, MD
Anelechi C. Anyanwu, MD
Manjit S. Bains, MD
Robert T. Baldwin, MD
Baxter Healthcare
Baylor College of Medicine -  
   Michael DeBakey Dept of Surgery
Eric L.R. Bedard, MD
Paul S. Brown, Jr., MD
Christopher A. Caldarone, MD
Robert J. Cerfolio, MD
Jonathan M. Chen, MD
Frederick Y. Chen, MD
Joanna Chikwe, MD
David H. Chung
Sertac M. Cicek, MD
Gordon A. Cohen, MD
Morton A. Cohn, MD
Columbia University  
   Pediatric Research Fund
Cooley Hands, Class of 1979 
    Facilitated by Timothy A.  

Dernbach, MD and J. Marvin  
Smith, III, MD

Fred A. Crawford, Jr., MD
CryoLife, Inc.
Thomas A. D’Amico, MD
Marc de Perrot, MD
Pedro J. del Nido, MD
Roberto Di Donato, MD
Ali Dodge-Khatami, MD
Daniel H. Drake, MD
Robert S. Farivar, MD
Khalil Fattouch, MD
Charles D. Fraser, Jr., MD
Marc W. Gerdisch, MD

Thomas G. Gleason, MD
Gore and Associates, Inc.
HCA Healthcare UK –  
   The Harley Street Clinic 
   Facilitated by Victor T.  
   Tsang, MD
Horejsi Charitable Foundation, Inc. 
   Facilitated by Antone J.  
   Tatooles, MD
Viktor Hraska, MD
Jeffrey P. Jacobs, MD
Robert D. B. Jaquiss, MD
Larry R. Kaiser, MD
Flora and Yan Katsnelson
Gregory L. Kay, MD
Keck Medical Center of USC 
    Facilitated by Vaughn A.  

Starnes, MD
Rosemary F. Kelly, MD
Christopher J. Knott-Craig, MD
Mark J. Krasna, MD
Christine L. Lau, MD
Jay M. Lee, MD
Philip A. Linden, MD
Virginia R. Litle, MD
Bruce W. Lytle, MD
Kenneth R. McCurry, MD
Medical School Department  
    of Cardiac Surgery, University  

of Michigan  
Facilitated by Edward L. Bove, MD

Masud and Alex Mehran Foundation
Steven J. Mentzer, MD
Mark M. Mettauer, MD
Tomislav Mihaljevic, MD
Michael E. Mitchell, MD
Daniela Molena, MD
Eduardo Otero Coto, MD
David A. Ott, MD
Harvey I. Pass, MD
Christian Pizarro, MD
V. Mohan Reddy, MD
Thomas W. Rice, MD
Eric E. Roselli, MD
Bruce and Ariella Rosengard – 
   Rosengard Foundation
Robert M. Sade, MD
Umer Sayeed-Shah, MD
Sara J. Shumway, MD
Starryland USA LLC
Thoralf M. Sundt, III, MD
Scott J. Swanson, MD
Christo I. Tchervenkov, MD
Chun-Sheng Wang, MD
Gerhard Ziemer, MD, PhD

Founders’ Circle
$5,000-$9,999
Adanna Akujuo, MD
Nasser K. Altorki, MD
Sary F. Aranki, MD
Erle H. Austin, MD
Trevor Axford, MD
Carl L. Backer, MD
Faisal G. Bakaeen, MD
Sandhya Balaram, MD, PhD
Richard J. Battafarano, MD
Joseph E. Bavaria, Jr., MD

Percy Boateng, MD
Boston Scientific
Raphael Bueno, MD
Duke E. Cameron, MD
Joe Y. Chang, MD
Ke-Neng Chen, MD
Michael I. Chow, MD
Joel D. Cooper, MD
Delos M. Cosgrove, MD
R. Duane Davis, Jr., MD
Sitaram M. Emani, MD
Robert W. Emery, MD
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James R. Malm, MD
William T. Maloney
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Song Wan, MD
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   Facilitated by Nasser K. Altorki, MD
Neil K. Worrall, MD
Sai Yendamuri, MD

LIFETIME GIVING CIRCLE MEMBERS Graham Circle $1,000,000+
Sugarbaker Circle $500,000 - $999,999 
Foundation Circle $250,000 - $499,999 
Presidents’ Circle $100,000 - $249,999 
Benefactors’ Circle $75,000 - $99,999 
Mentors’ Circle $50,000 - $74,999 
Scholars’ Circle $25,000 - $49,999 
Leadership Circle $10,000 - $24,999 
Founders’ Circle $5,000 - $9,999
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The AATS Foundation appreciates the generosity of the following supporters in 2020: 

2020 DONORS AND SPONSORS

Up to $4,999
Niv Ad, MD*
Arvind K. Agnihotri, MD
Usman Ahmad, MD
AmazonSmile*
Bo Ai
James S. Allan, MD*
Hossein Almassi, MD
Osman O. Al-Radi, MD
Bahaaldin Alsoufi, MD*
Petros V. Anagnostopoulos, MD
Martin Andreas, MD
Masaki Anraku, MD
Jared L. Antevil, MD*
Hirokuni Arai, MD
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R. Morton Bolman, III, MD
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Ross M. Bremner, MD
James M. Brown, MD
Paul S. Brown, Jr., MD*
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Mindaugas Budra, MD
David A. Bull, MD*
Thomas A. Burdon, MD
Harold M. Burkhart, MD
David G. Cable, MD
Andrea J. Carpenter, MD
Stephen D. Cassivi, MD
Renzo Cecere, MD*
DuyKhanh Pham Ceppa, MD
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Andrew C. Chang, MD*
Byung Chul Chang, MD*
Subhasis Chatterjee, MD
Haiquan Chen, MD
Xin Chen, MD
Toyofumi F. Chen-Yoshikawa, MD*
W. Randolph Chitwood, Jr., MD
Bum-Koo Cho, MD*
Taweesak Chotivatanapong, MD
Neil Christie, MD*
Danny Chu, MD
Sertac M. Cicek, MD*
John V. Conte, MD
Gregory S. Couper, MD
Lawrence Crist, MD
Michael Crittenden, MD
Mark Cunningham, MD
Marcelo Cypel, MD*
Yves d’Udekem, MD

$250,000+
American Association  
   for Thoracic Surgery*
AstraZeneca

$100,000-$249,999
Ethicon China
Intuitive Surgical, Inc.*
Medtronic*

$50,000-$99,999
Ismail El-Hamamsy, MD
Robert M. Kroslowitz

$25,000-$49,999
Yolonda L. Colson, MD, PhD* 
Marc and Cindy Moon* 
Oz Lemole Fund*

$10,000-$24,999
David H. Adams, MD*
Anelechi C. Anyanwu, MD
Emile A. Bacha, MD
Vinay Badhwar, MD*
Manjit S. Bains, MD
Edward P. Chen, MD
Jonathan M. Chen, MD*
Joanna Chikwe, MD
Columbia University Pediatric 
Research Fund 
   Facilitated by Emile A. Bacha, MD
Joseph S. Coselli, MD*
Ralph J. Damiano, Jr., MD*
Aubrey C. Galloway, MD
Timothy J. Gardner, MD*
Marc W. Gerdisch, MD*
Leonard N. Girardi, MD*
David R. Jones, MD*
Christopher J. Knott-Craig, MD
Bernard J. Leininger, MD
Virginia R. Litle, MD*
D. Craig Miller, MD*

Christian Pizarro, MD*
V. Mohan Reddy, MD
Scanlan International, Inc.
Hartzell V. Schaff, MD*
Craig R. Smith, MD*
Vaughn A. Starnes, MD*
Toronto General Hospital, Division  
    of Thoracic Surgery* 
    Facilitated by Shaf Keshavjee, MD
Y. Joseph Woo, MD*

$5,000-$9,999
Adanna Akujuo, MD
Faisal G. Bakaeen, MD
Sandhya Balaram, MD, PhD
Joseph E. Bavaria, Jr., MD
Percy Boateng, MD
William Brinkman, MD
Christopher A. Caldarone, MD
Ke-Neng Chen, MD*
James L. Cox, MD*
Fred A. Crawford, Jr., MD*
Thomas A. D’Amico, MD*
Pedro J. del Nido, MD*
Ali Dodge-Khatami, MD*
Daniel H. Drake, MD*
Sitaram M. Emani, MD*
Anders Franco-Cereceda, MD
David H. Harpole, Jr., MD
John Howington, MD
Robert D. B. Jaquiss, MD
Lauren C. Kane, MD
Rosemary F. Kelly, MD*
Jay M. Lee, MD
James D. Luketich, MD*
Reza J. Mehran, MD
Tomislav Mihaljevic, MD
Daniela Molena, MD*
Todd K. Rosengart, MD*
Lars G. Svensson, MD, PhD*

Graham Circle $1,000,000+
Sugarbaker Circle $500,000 - $999,999 
Foundation Circle $250,000 - $499,999 
Presidents’ Circle $100,000 - $249,999 
Benefactors’ Circle $75,000 - $99,999 
Mentors’ Circle $50,000 - $74,999 
Scholars’ Circle $25,000 - $49,999 
Leadership Circle $10,000 - $24,999 
Founders’ Circle $5,000 - $9,999
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Luciana Da Fonseca  
   da Silva, MD
Jose Pedro Da Silva, MD*
Sabine H. Daebritz, MD
David A. D’Alessandro, Jr., MD
Gail E. Darling, MD*
Hiroshi Date, MD*
Elizabeth A. David, MD
Tirone E. David, MD
Ryan R. Davies, MD
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Chadrick E. Denlinger, MD*
Joseph J. DeRose, Jr., MD*
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Nianguo Dong, MD PhD
Gilles D. Dreyfus, MD
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Gébrine El Khoury, MD*
Ahmed Mahmoud  
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Volkmar Falk, MD
James I. Fann, MD*
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Katie Federico*
Christopher M. Feindel, MD
Mark K. Ferguson, MD*
Felix G. Fernandez, MD
Hiran C. Fernando, MD
Victor A. Ferraris, MD
Pasquale Ferraro, MD
Lorenzo E. Ferri, MD
Theodor Fischlein, MD
Leo David Fitzgibbon,  
   MD, FACS
Gerard J. Fitzmaurice
Gregory P. Fontana, MD
Katrien François, MD
Darren H. Freed, MD*
Tomoyuki Fujita, MD*
Toshihiro Fukui, MD*
Stephanie Fuller, MD*
Sidhu P. Gangadharan, MD*
J. William Gaynor, MD*
Ravi K. Ghanta, MD
Marc Gillinov, MD*
Mattia Glauber, MD
Scott M. Goldman MD*
Fadil Gradica, MD
Juan B. Grau, MD
Gary R. Green, MD
Tomasz Grodzki, MD*
Robert A. Gustafson, MD*
T. Sloane Guy, IV, MD*
Amy E. Hackmann, MD
Carol Hageman
Michael E. Halkos, MD
Masatsugu Hamaji, MD
Narutoshi Hibino, MD
Reilly Daniel Hobbs, MD
William L. Holman, MD

Charles W. Hoopes, MD
Viktor Hraska, MD*
Michael K. Hsin, MD
ShengShou Hu, MD*
Barbara Hutton
Hajime Ichikawa, MD*
Norihiko Ikeda, MD
Hiroyuki Irie, MD
Yosuke Ishii, MD
Tadashi Isomura, MD*
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Dong Seop Jeong, MD
Gening Jiang, MD*
Douglas R. Johnston, MD*
Richard A. Jonas, MD*
Tsuyoshi Kaneko, MD
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Nobuyoshi Kawaharada, MD
Yasunaru Kawashima, MD
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Joon Bum Kim, MD*
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Joo Hyun Kim, MD*
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Takushi Kohmoto, MD*
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MD
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Buu-Khanh Lam, MD
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Michael Lanuti, MD*
Guenther Laufer, MD
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Hyun-Sung Lee, MD
Jae Won Lee, MD*
Jang-Ming Lee, MD
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Gunda Leschber, MD
Clifton T.P. Lewis, MD
Hui Li, MD*
Moishe Abraham  
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Muhammad Faraz  
   Masood, MD
Hikaru Matsuda, MD
Hitoshi Matsuda, MD
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Emmett D. McKenzie, MD
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Xu Meng, MD
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Katie S. Nason, MD*
Meena Nathan, MD*
Keith S. Naunheim, MD*
Daniel O. Navia, MD*
Daniel Nento, MD
Rizelle Marie Cordova Ng
Tom C. Nguyen, MD
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Hitoshi Ogino, MD*
Daniel S. Oh, MD
Yukikatsu Okada, MD
Kenji Okada, MD
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V Seenu Reddy, MD
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David S. Schrump, MD*
Thomas A. Schwann,  
   MD, MBA
Christopher W. Seder, MD
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Wilson Y. Szeto, MD
Minoru Tabata, MD*
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Stephen C. Yang, MD*
Fan Yang, MD
Kazuhiro Yasufuku, MD
Sai Yendamuri, MD*
Hitoshi Yokoyama, MD
Naoki Yoshimura, MD
Ichiro Yoshino, MD*
Satoh Yukitoshi, MD
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Yolonda L. Colson,  
MD, PhD 
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James L. Cox, MD
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VICE PRESIDENT 
Ralph J. Damiano, Jr., MD
Washington University  
School of Medicine

Pedro J. del Nido, MD
Boston Children’s Hospital

Mehmet C. Oz, MD
New York-Presbyterian  
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Vaughn A. Starnes, MD
Keck School of Medicine, USC

Daniela Molena, MD
Memorial Sloan Kettering  
Cancer Center

PRESIDENT
David H. Adams, MD
Mount Sinai Hospital

SECRETARY
Timothy J. Gardner, MD
Penn Medicine

TREASURER
Emile A. Bacha, MD
Columbia University

David R. Jones, MD
Memorial Sloan Kettering  
Cancer Center

James D. Luketich, MD
University of Pittsburgh 
Medical Center 

2020 ADVISORY COUNCIL
CHAIR
Yolonda L. Colson, MD, PhD
Massachusetts General Hospital

MEMBERS
Pavan Atluri, MD
University of Pennsylvania

Carl L. Backer, MD
Kentucky Children’s Hospital

Robert J. Cerfolio, MD
New York University School of Medicine

Joanna Chikwe, MD
Cedars-Sinai Los Angeles
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East Carolina University

Fred A. Crawford, Jr., MD
Medical University of South Carolina

Sitaram M. Emani, MD
Boston Children’s Hospital

Michael E. Halkos, MD
Emory University School of Medicine

David H. Harpole, Jr., MD
Duke University Medical Center

John Howington, MD
Ascension Medical Group 

Jay M. Lee, MD
David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA
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Montefiore Medical Center 
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AATS Foundation programs are made possible by the generous support of donors, leaders, and partners.  
Visit aatsfoundation.org to learn more or to make your 2021 donation.

WAYS TO GIVE

> Direct Gifts

> Stock 

> Planned Gifts

> Donated Honoraria

> Tribute/Memorial Gifts

> Start a Program

Honoring Our Mentors Program:  
Create and fund a program in honor of your mentor.

Surgical Investigator Program:  
Create and fund a named award to support  
an investigator.

“Rest assured that your donation is meaningful and is having an impact upon young surgeon’s careers 
and on the way that surgeons in developing countries treat our patients. Thank you very much.” 

-DR. LEONARDO PAIM NICOLAU DA COSTA, AATS FOUNDATION TRAVEL AWARD RECIPIENT 

For questions or to support the critical work of the AATS Foundation, contact  
Katie Federico at kfederico@aats.org or 978-252-2200 Ext. 544.

SUPPORT THE AATS FOUNDATION



We are grateful for your  
support and generosity.

Thank you for  
your dedication  
to our Foundation.

2020 Annual Report



AATS Foundation
800 Cummings Center, Suite 350-V

Beverly, MA 01915

Phone: 978-252-2200 
Fax: 978-522-8469

aatsfoundation.org

Supporting thoracic and cardiovascular surgeons in research and education


