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TH  E  AAT  S  G RAHAM      FOUNDATION         VA L U E S

n	 Academic Exchange: 
		  It is our past and our future

n	� Innovation and Collaboration:  
	� Working together to advance and achieve  

our mission

n	 Advancing Patient Care:  
		  Our cornerstone as physicians

n	 Fostering Leadership:  
		  Maintaining excellence for future generations

n	 Trusted Stewardship:  
		  Honoring our history and safeguarding our future

MISSION

Driving leadership, learning and innovation in the 
pursuit of excellence.

Vision

We envision a dynamic and innovative future of  
continued excellence for cardiothoracic surgery.
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The AATS Graham Foundation had an extraordinary year in 2013. The AATS Graham 
Foundation continued and expanded its efforts by awarding two AATS Research 

Scholarships to young faculty members, helping them launch their careers in academic 
cardiothoracic surgery. Each award was for $80,000 per year for two years for a total of $320,000.

The AATS Graham Foundation has moved forward by providing expanded support for 
educational and training efforts designed to expose our medical students, residents and  
young faculty to new educational opportunities within our specialty, including:

n	� A Cardiothoracic Surgical Investigators Program which will provide up to $50,000  
per year in funding for a period of up to three years for young CT surgeons to support  
their innovative or translational research projects. The Foundation has allocated $250,000  
to initiate this program. 

n	� An Honoring Our Mentors Fellowship Program to provide finishing graduates an 
opportunity to expand their experience and training in cardiothoracic surgery by visiting 
others centers for a period of 4-6 weeks. The F. Griffith Pearson Fellowship has been funded  
as the first in a series of these awards.

n	� A Robotics Fellowship in General Thoracic Surgery, in conjunction with Intuitive Surgical, 
to provide an on-site experience for eight young surgeons and their attendings to train in 
robotic techniques in general thoracic surgery.

n	� An Advanced Treatments of Valve Disease Fellowship, sponsored by Edwards Lifesciences, 
will provide surgeons opportunities at host institutions to gain expertise in advanced 
treatments of valve disease such as mitral and aortic valve repair, and transcatheter techniques 
for repair or replacement of all valves.

Initiatives are underway to develop additional educational and training opportunities in valve 
surgery and treatment of diseases of the esophagus and lungs as well as to provide opportunities 
for cardiothoracic surgeons from around the world to participate in the scientific activities 
sponsored by the AATS Graham Foundation.

The AATS Graham Foundation continues to support initiatives to acquaint medical students  
and general surgical residents with the clinical and research practice of cardiothoracic surgery. 
These programs have been extraordinarily successful and continue to be the focus of enhanced 
AATS Graham Foundation support. They include:

n	 �Summer Student Scholarships which have enabled almost 300 medical students to  
spend two months during the summer with a cardiothoracic surgeon to expose them  
to our exciting specialty.

n	 �An expanded Resident Poster Competition during the AATS Annual Meeting  
to enable residents from both domestic and international training programs  
to present their scientific work.

David J. Sugarbaker, MD, President
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n	 �A continuation of our Critical Care Scholarships which provide funding for CT  
residents to attend a critical care course. This educational experience is aimed at  
enhancing the critical care skills of our residents and improving the care of our patients.

n	 �Providing residents with annual subscriptions to Operative Techniques in Thoracic  

and Cardiovascular Surgery and Seminars in Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery, 
supporting the Lillehei Research Forum at the AATS Annual Meeting, and providing 
financial support for the development of the JCTSE/TSDA Core Curriculum. 

n	 �The 61st Graham Traveling Fellowship was awarded to Dr. Haifeng Wang from  
Shanghai in 2012 to expand his general thoracic skills by spending a year visiting  
North American centers in 2013. Dr. Joon Bum Kim from Seoul – Republic of Korea 
received the 2013 award in October.

n	 �In addition, the Foundation has continued its financial support of our Thoracic Surgery 

Foundation for Research and Education by underwriting several of its research awards 
and increasing its contribution towards its administrative costs, all part of the over  
$1.6 million in support provided the TSFRE to date.

As President of the Foundation I urge all of you to come along with us as we fulfill  
our mission to drive leadership, learning and innovation in the pursuit of excellence  
in cardiothoracic surgery.

The AATS Graham Foundation continues to take action on behalf of our specialty by 
working to improve the care we give to our patients through efforts to better educate and 
train the members of our specialty. We encourage all of you to make your medical students, 
residents, and young faculty aware of these opportunities offered by the AATS Graham 
Foundation. Information and applications are available on the Foundation’s website  
www.AATSGrahamFoundation.org.

Thank you for your support which allows the AATS Graham Foundation to train new 
leaders and to ultimately improve the care of our patients.

Sincerely,

David J. Sugarbaker, MD 
President

40
Years of Supporting  

Excellence!

Donate Today
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AATS HISTORY

On February 20th, 1917,  

the New York Society for 

Thoracic Surgery was formed 

for the purpose of free 

exchange of views and 

experiences in the evolution 

of this chapter of medical 

science. The outspoken 

purpose of creating the  

New York Society was to  

form a national society  

for thoracic surgery,  

called “THE AMERICAN 

ASSOCIATION FOR  

THORACIC SURGERY”.  

http://www.AATSGrahamFoundation.org
http://aatsgrahamfoundation.org/support-foundation.cgi


The AATS Graham Foundation exists to help support the educational and research efforts 
of the American Association for Thoracic Surgery (AATS). The Board of Directors  

of AATS Graham Foundation works to ensure that the Foundation achieves its mission and 
vision through strategic planning inspired by its values of academic exchange, innovation  
and collaboration, advancing patient care, fostering leadership, and trusted stewardship.

  
President 
David J. Sugarbaker, MD 
Boston, MA

  
Vice President 
Thoralf M. Sundt, III, MD  
Boston, MA

  
Secretary/Treasurer 
Thomas L. Spray, MD 
Philadelphia, PA

Raphael Bueno, MD   
Boston, MA

Timothy J. Gardner, MD 
Newark, DE

J. William Gaynor, MD  
Philadelphia, PA

Hartzell V. Schaff, MD 
Rochester, MN

Craig R. Smith, MD 
New York, NY

Advisory Council

The Advisory Council identifies innovative 
challenges within the specialty where 
resources might best be utilized and 
proposes potential collaborative ventures.

Chair:  Timothy J. Gardner, MD – Newark, DE

David H. Adams, MD – New York, NY

Emile A. Bacha, MD – New York, NY

Joseph E. Bavaria, MD – Philadelphia, PA

Bryan F. Meyers, MD – St. Louis, MO

Development Committee

The Development Committee identifies, 
develops, and implements funding  
sources for Foundation initiatives.

Chair:  Raphael Bueno, MD – Boston, MA

James D. Luketich, MD – Pittsburgh, PA

Mehmet C. Oz, MD – New York, NY

Jack A. Roth, MD – Houston, TX

Craig R. Smith, MD - New York, NY

Lars G. Svensson, MD – Cleveland, OH

James S. Tweddell, MD – Milwaukee, WI
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On Thursday, June 7th 1917,  

66 individuals of the New York 

Society for Thoracic Surgery 

were invited to an inaugural 

luncheon; 23 were able to 

attend, and the AATS was 

organized. The mission of the 

AATS was to advance research 

and development in the field  

of cardiothoracic surgery.
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varts Ambrose Graham, MD, a graduate of Princeton University and Rush Medical 
College, joined the faculty at Washington University in St. Louis as Chairman of the

Department of Surgery and Chief of Surgery at what is now known as Barnes-Jewish Hospital 
following his discharge from military service in 1919 until 1951. During his two years  
of military service, Dr. Graham completed revolutionary new work on surgical technique  
for the treatment of empyema.

During his tenure in St. Louis, Dr. Graham collaborated with Drs. Singer, Bell and Adams  
on the first successful removal of a lung for the treatment of bronchogenic carcinoma in 1933 
and together with Dr. Warren Henry Cole developed the technique of cholecystography,  
the first procedure for imaging the gallbladder and detecting the presence of cholelithiasis.

In 1950 Dr. Graham, in concert with Dr. Ernst Wynder, published the results of the  
first large scale systemic research on the carcinogenic effects of cigarette smoking in the  
Journal of the American Medical Association. Ironically, Dr. Graham, as a long time cigarette 
smoker, died of lung cancer in 1957.

Dr. Graham served as the Founding Editor of the Journal of Thoracic Surgery  
(now the Journal of Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery) from 1931 until 1957 and,  
in 1927-28, as the tenth President of the American Association for Thoracic Surgery.

In 1951 the Council of the AATS, in recognition of his multitude of contributions to the 
specialty and to the Association, established the Evarts A. Graham Memorial Traveling 
Fellowship to provide support to young surgeons from abroad to come to North America  
to intensify his/her training in a program of special interest and to increase his/her  
contacts with thoracic surgeons internationally.

Granting Philosophy

The AATS Graham Foundation’s philanthropic history, in conjunction with  
its parent, the American Association for Thoracic Surgery, is a proud one.   
We proactively bring to life our mission of driving leadership, learning and innovation 
in the pursuit of excellence, through both our time-honored and newly created 
programs that have continually served the cardiothoracic surgical specialty  
since 1973. Our educational and research programs support medical students, 
residents, fellows and surgeons worldwide to enhance their overall surgical 
knowledge and technical skills to the innovative advances and technical 
breakthroughs within the cardiothoracic surgical specialty.

Our granting philosophy is guided by our Foundation’s values. We encourage and 
foster programs for academic exchange, as it is our past as well as our future.  
We seek to foster innovation and collaboration as we work together to advance 
and achieve our mission. Of the utmost importance, we support the advancement 
of patient care, as it is our cornerstone as physicians. We design to inspire 
leadership among us that maintains excellence for future generations of 
surgeons. And through the seasoned guidance of the AATS, our history of  
trusted stewardship enables us to safeguard our future
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“	�The inside of the heart 

was the last anatomical 

frontier for the surgeon  

to pass and that frontier  

is now closed.  But there  

is a wide and far-reaching 

physiological frontier 

which is just beginning  

to be explored.   

…The physiological 

frontier is capable of 

indefinite expansion if  

we think of a surgeon as 

one who is interested in 

something more than 

cutting and sewing.”
	� Evarts A. Graham’s presidential 

address to the International 
Surgical Society, 1956
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In its first full year of coordinated Development activity, the AATS Graham Foundation 
significantly surpassed its budgeted revenue of just over $500K by generating almost  
$1.5 million in Grants and Contributions and return on its investments. This enabled  
the Foundation to double its own Grants and Contributions to over $600K for the fiscal 

year ending December 31, 2013 and places it in an excellent position to continue to expand  
its support of research and training programs during 2014. 

Receipts for the past year totaled $1,439,420, an increase of 123% over 2012. Almost 21%  
of receipts were from individual contributions ($298,213) one-third of which were from new 
donors; corporate contributions reflected almost 10% ($138,500); management support services 
from AATS amounted to slightly over 13% ($196,258); while almost 24% was realized from 
investments ($341,927). In addition the AATS annually funds the Graham Fellowships, its 
Research Scholars and Summer Student and Critical Care Scholarships through the Foundation; 
in 2013 this amounted to almost 32% of the Foundation’s revenue ($458,757). 

As you will see on the charts to the left, total expenditures for the year amounted to $905,066.  
Of these expenditures, 67.8% were for Grants and Contributions ($612,874), 21.7% for 
management services underwritten by AATS ($196,258), 1.7% in support of the Grant  
Writing Workshop ($15,777), 7.3% for development, marketing and promotion ($65,832)  
and 1.6% for committee activities ($14,328).

At year’s end the Foundation had approximately $2.6 million in net assets in addition to a quarter 
of a million dollars designated for the support of the newly implemented Cardiothoracic Surgical 
Investigators Program and funds restricted for the recently established F. Griffith Pearson Fellowship.

These assets, and increasing donor support, will enable the Foundation to initiate new and 
exciting educational and research programs that demonstrate to the specialty the myriad  
of opportunities available for support in 2014 and beyond.

Statement of Financial Position 
December 31, 2013

ASSETS	 2013 	 2012
	 (Unaudited) 	 (Audited)
Cash	 $	 576,864	 $	 426,959
Investments		  2,368,844		  2,025,864
Accounts Receivable		  512,800		  5,800
Prepaid Expenses		  616		  560

Total Assets	 $ 	 3,459,124	 $	 2,459,183

LIABILITIES	
Accounts Payable		  9,688		  –
Deferred Revenue				    26,600
Grants Payable	  	 572,255		  442,255

Total Liabilities	 $	 581,943	 $	 468855

NET ASSETS
Unrestricted		  2,845,681		  1,990,328
Temporarily Restricted		  31,500		  –

Total Net Assets		  2,877,181		  1,990,328

Total Net Assets & Liabilities	 $	 3,459,124	 $	 2,459,183

2013 REVENUE 
$1,439,420

	 Grants & Contributions
	 AATS Grant
	 Meetings & Education
	 Investment Income

$5,765
$341,927

$436,713

$655,015

2013 Expenses 
$905,066

	 Grants & Contributions
	 Committees 
	 Meetings & Education
	 General & Administrative

$15,777
$14,328 $612,874

$263,087
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Secretary/Treasurer Financial Report
By Thomas L. Spray, MD
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The History of the AATS in Research and Education
By Marc R. Moon, MD

In 1917, Dr. Willy Meyer championed the formation of the American Association for Thoracic 
Surgery to provide a forum for physicians dedicated to thoracic surgery. The AATS leadership 
realized during the formative years that the Association should not only provide a forum  
to discuss new findings, but should actively support and guide both research and education  

in the field. To accomplish this goal, the Journal of Thoracic Surgery was founded in 1931  
(now the Journal of Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery) to serve as a vehicle for the publication  
of the presentations at its Annual Meeting and the latest scientific research in the specialty.  
Dr. Evarts A. Graham of St. Louis, was its first Editor and set the tone for it to become the preeminent 
scientific publication in the field. Dr. Graham and his AATS colleagues were instrumental in the 
AATS working group that created the American Board of Thoracic Surgery in 1948. In recognition 
of his efforts to strengthen AATS’ commitment to worldwide research and education in the 
specialty, the Council established the Evarts A. Graham Memorial Traveling Fellowship in 1950.
The Graham Traveling Fellowship is granted to surgeons who possess unique promise to become 
international leaders in research and education in thoracic surgery. Since 1951, 61 Graham 
Memorial Fellows representing 30 different countries have been named, and a significant number  
have gone on to become international AATS leaders. Marc R. de Leval, MD was the 24th  
Graham Memorial Traveling Fellow in 1973-1974. He spent his year at the Mayo Clinic then 
returned to London for the remainder of his career at Great Ormond Street Hospital in London.  
In 2011, Professor de Leval was the recipient of the AATS Scientific Achievement Award which 
“serves to honor individuals who have achieved scientific contributions in the field of thoracic 
surgery worthy of the highest recognition the Association can bestow”. Professor de Leval is  
one of only nine individuals to have received the Association’s highest scientific honor, 
demonstrating the culmination of AATS support to promote scholarship for future leaders.
In 1985, the AATS initiated a two-year research scholarship program to support young faculty 
pursuing an academic career. Each year the scholarship honors one of the historic giants in CT 
surgery. Since its inception, the AATS has provided almost $2 million in support of this program. 
Dr. David Adams, current AATS Councilor from Mount Sinai Medical Center, was the Alton 
Ochsner Scholar in 1992-1994. “I was very fortunate. The award opened the door to my initial 
faculty appointment and,” he noted, “helped me advance from a young academic cardiac surgeon to 
Professor and Chairman of a Department of Cardiothoracic Surgery.” Dr. Mehmet Oz summarized 
the importance of his receiving the Robert E. Gross Research Scholarship in 1994-1996, “This research 
facilitated my assuming a leadership position in the Columbia University laboratories where many 
students, residents, and junior attendings benefitted from the lessons learned from the support of 
the Gross scholarship.” There have been 35 research scholars since the inception of this award in 1986, 
nearly half of whom have become chief of cardiothoracic surgery or beyond at their home institutions.
For medical students, the AATS Summer Internship program, which was established in 2007,  
has exposed hundreds of students in their formative years to the specialty, many of whom,  
based on their experience, have started the journey to become a cardiothoracic surgeon. In 
addition to these established programs, the AATS Graham Foundation is currently rolling out the 
Cardiothoracic Surgical Investigators Program to support CT surgeons interested in conducting 
clinical or translational research as well as a Traveling Scholar Program to provide young CT 
surgeons the chance to study emerging clinical techniques at several institutions of their choice. 
The AATS has a rich heritage of supporting education and research in Cardiothoracic Surgery  
and is continuing to develop more and more programs to stimulate surgeons to advance the  
field through innovation. The Journal of Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery, AATS research  
grants and awards, as well as educational programs including the Annual Meeting and symposia  
in North America and abroad all support the AATS Mission to Promote Scholarship, Innovation,  
and Leadership in Cardiothoracic Surgery.

“�The AATS has a rich 

heritage of supporting 

education and research  

in Cardiothoracic  

Surgery and is continuing 

to develop more and 

more programs to 

stimulate surgeons  

to advance the field 

through innovation.”
	 Marc R. Moon, MD
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“�As funding for basic 

research continues to  

be difficult from public  

and private sources,  

it is increasingly important 

that the AATS Graham 

Foundation continue  

to provide research 

opportunities for 

investigators in our field.”
	 Thomas L. Spray, MD
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The American Association for Thoracic Surgery (AATS) was founded in 1917 as an 
organization for Thoracic Surgery rather than of thoracic surgeons. The mission of the 
AATS was to advance research and development in the field of cardiothoracic surgery. 
Considering the AATS mission, the AATS Graham Foundation was established in 1973 

to undertake the responsibilities of the Graham Traveling Fellowship and to serve as the funding 
arm of the Association’s research initiatives. The initial work of the AATS Graham Foundation was 
to select and fund an International Fellow to spend a year studying in North America at a center of 
excellence in cardiothoracic surgery. Since that initial program, a number of additional initiatives have 
addressed the research needs of the specialty with support from the AATS Graham Foundation.  
In 1985, a research scholarship program was instituted to support cutting-edge research.  
This research scholarship program annually awards two-year scholarships to North American 
surgeons in the first three years of an academic appointment who are committed to pursuing  
an academic career in cardiothoracic surgery. Thirty-four such awards have been granted to date.

In 1998, the AATS Graham Foundation increased its support of resident research by sponsoring  
the C. Walton Lillehei Forum at the Annual AATS Meeting. The Lillehei Forum gives the 
opportunity for residents in CT surgical training programs throughout North America to  
present original research at the AATS’s Annual Meeting. 

In 2007 the AATS began a program through the AATS Graham Foundation supporting summer 
intern scholarships for first and second year medical students to spend their summer studying  
in an AATS member’s surgical department. Over 250 students from over 74 medical schools  
have participated in the program to date. This has been a very popular program which stimulates 
interested medical students to pursue a career in cardiothoracic surgery. 

The AATS Graham Foundation has supported the Thoracic Surgery Foundation for Research  
and Education (TSFRE) and grant funding, including support for K 29 matching grants. 

In 2012 the AATS Graham Foundation added new programs to provide resident scholarships to attend 
a critical care symposium, a new Resident Poster Competition at the AATS Annual Meeting and 
complimentary one-year online subscriptions to Operative Techniques in Thoracic and Cardiovascular 
Surgery, and Seminars in Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery for North American trainees. 

Recognizing the increased need for support for basic research endeavors in the field of cardiothoracic 
surgery, in 2013 the AATS Graham Foundation initiated several new programs. A new Cardiothoracic 
Surgical Investigator’s program has been funded and the initial response has been outstanding.  
An Honoring Our Mentors Fellowship program has also been started to allow surgeons to develop 
their skillset with a designated aspect of cardiothoracic surgery, such as the new F. Griffith Pearson 
Fellowship, now being launched. Additionally, there are new programs partnering with industry  
to develop research grants that provide training in innovative new techniques and technology. 

In the past fiscal year, the AATS Graham Foundation has provided over $600,000 in primary  
grant support for research in the specialty of cardiothoracic surgery. An additional $250,000 has 
been committed to the new Cardiothoracic Surgical Investigators Program and $35,000 to the  
F. Griffith Pearson Fellowship Award.

The AATS Graham Foundation has a distinguished history of providing support for research and 
development in the field of cardiothoracic surgery with the generous support of members of the 
AATS, industry and voluntary contributions from cardiothoracic surgeons. As funding for basic 
research continues to be difficult from public and private sources, it is increasingly important that 
the AATS Graham Foundation continue to provide research opportunities for investigators in  
our field. The Foundation has continued to evolve with the needs of the specialty and continues  
to initiate new programs that are of value to the cardiothoracic surgical specialty and fulfill the 
AATS and AATS Graham Foundation missions.

AATS Graham Foundation Today
By Thomas L. Spray, MD 

http://aatsgrahamfoundation.org/support-foundation.cgi
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FOUNDATION history

Considering the AATS mission, 

the AATS Graham Foundation 

was established in 1973 to 

undertake the responsibilities 

of the Graham Traveling 

Fellowship and to serve  

as the funding arm of the 

Association’s research 

initiatives. The initial work of 

the AATS Graham Foundation 

was to select and fund an 

International Fellow to spend a 

year studying in North America 

at a center of excellence  

in cardiothoracic surgery.  

Since that initial program, a 

number of additional initiatives 

have addressed the research 

needs of the specialty with 

support from the AATS  

Graham Foundation. 
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W  hat is the future of Cardiothoracic 
Surgery? That is easy – it is our next 
generation of surgeons – those  
whom we are privileged to train.  

The advances will be born of their intellect, their 
curiosity, and most importantly perhaps their 
connections with each other and with their 
contemporaries in other disciplines. The future  
is about teamwork and integration addressing 
increasingly complex problems in innovative ways.  
It is for this reason that it is so critical that we  
attract the best and the brightest to our exciting,  
if demanding, field; and once attracted we must 
support their career development.

It is for these reasons that the AATS Graham 
Foundation is so important to our specialty.  
The activities of the Foundation are all centered  
about fostering the next generation. The spectrum  
of individuals supported range from the medical 
students in the summer intern program to  
junior faculty via named research awards, with  
a smattering of research scholarships and traveling fellowship to those in between. 

In addition to basic, clinical, and translational research, the AATS and its Foundation takes its 
support of educational activities including leadership training via the AATS Leadership Academy 
seriously. The future of CT surgery will demand greater leadership skills as we all function within 
increasingly complex health care organizations and respond to increasing degrees of regulation in 
the face of financial constraints. CT surgeons have always been leaders in the Operating Room. 
We are goal oriented and task-focused. In a world that demands results, we are the right ones to 
lead in the Board Room as well. To be successful there, however, we need to develop the subtle 
relationship skills not typically taught in surgical residency that are necessary to build consensus 
and inspire alignment to a strategic vision among participants of diverse background and interest. 

But let’s be honest about economics as well. The days of “easy money” – if there ever truly were 
any – are behind us as individual surgeons and as professional organizations. It is for this reason 
that the leadership of the Foundation is consciously focused on exercising fiscal discipline as  
it carries out its activities in order to maintain a sustainable model of support. The AATS has 
stepped up to aid the Foundation by assuming all administrative costs, so that all individual  
gifts are applied directly to our Foundation programs.

The Future of CT Surgery
By Thoralf M. Sundt, III, MD

http://aatsgrahamfoundation.org/support-foundation.cgi
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The Evarts A. Graham Traveling Fellowship
The Evarts A. Graham Traveling Fellowship was established in 1951 by the AATS for the 
purpose of supporting the study within North America by promising young academic 
cardiothoracic surgeons from outside the region to broaden their overall training and increase 
international contacts. Since the inception of the Graham Fellowship, 61 Graham Fellows from 
30 countries have spent a year studying in North America. The Fellowship provides a stipend  
of $75,000 US to support studies at a primary center of their choice as well as travel  
to secondary sites in North America.

Thoracic Surgery Foundation for Research and Education (TSFRE) 
In support of our colleagues, the AATS and its Foundation have provided over $1.65 million  
to the TSFRE, including funding for their four major awards in 2012, which were in support  
of research and simulation programs, a $300K commitment.

Research Scholarships
Since 1986 this program provides $160,000 for a two-year scholarship opportunity for research, 
training and experience for North American surgeons committed to pursuing an academic career 
in cardiothoracic surgery. To date, 35 research awards have been granted totaling over $4 million.

C. Walton Lillehei Resident Forum
Established in 1998 this Forum supports the participation, travel and expenses of eight resident 
presentations at the AATS Annual Meeting competing for $5,000 awards. This is a competition 
open to all residents in CTS training programs. From the submitted abstracts the top eight  
are selected for presentation. Following review of the abstract, the manuscript and the oral 
presentation, a “winner” is selected. The Foundation has funded 112 awards that cover hotel  
and air travel accommodations since its inception.

n	C. Walton Lillehei Resident Forum ~ 2013 Winner

	 Jeevan Nagendran, MD – Edmonton, Canada

Journal Subscriptions
All North American residents and AATS Summer Interns receive a complimentary one-year 
electronic subscription to Operative Techniques in Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery  
and Seminars in Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery, quarterly scientific publications.

Critical Care Scholarships
In 2012, resident scholarships were established providing support for first year cardiothoracic 
surgical residents to participate in the FACTS-Care Critical Care Symposium. To date, over  
40 scholarships have been provided.

40
Years of Supporting  

Excellence!
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FOUNDATION history

In 1985 a research scholarship 

program was instituted to 

support cutting edge research. 

In 1998 the AATS Graham 

Foundation increased its 

support of resident research  

by sponsoring the C. Walton 

Lillehei Forum at the Annual 

AATS Meeting. In 2007 the 

AATS began a program through 

the AATS Graham Foundation 

supporting summer intern 

scholarships for first and 

second year medical students 

to spend their summer studying 

in an AATS member’s surgical 

department. In 2012 the AATS 

Graham Foundation added new 

programs to provide resident 

scholarships to attend the 

FACTS-Care Critical Care 

Symposium, a new Resident 

Poster Session Scholarship at 

the AATS Annual Meeting and 

complimentary one-year online 

subscriptions to “Operative 

Techniques in Thoracic and 

Cardiovascular Surgery” and 

“Seminars in Thoracic and 

Cardiovascular Surgery” for 

North American trainees. 
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Resident Poster Competition

Resident Poster Competition at the AATS Annual Meeting was established in 2013 and provides 
an opportunity for one cardiothoracic surgery resident or fellow from any North American CTS 
residency to receive a poster of their clinical or laboratory research, in addition to a $500 stipend. 
Nearly 80 residents are expected to participate in 2014.

n	Resident Poster Competition ~ 2013 Winners

Adult Cardiac Surgery Poster Winners

1st Place	 Chris Sciortino – John Hopkins University 

2nd Place	 Jennifer Chung – McGill University Health Centre 

3rd Place	 Justin Schaffer – Stanford Hospital and Clinics

Congenital Heart Disease Poster Winners

1st Place	 Rachel Vanderlaan – University of Toronto 

2nd Place	� Michael Monge – Ann and Robert H. Lurie Children’s Hospital of Chicago 

3rd Place	 Andrea Cooley – UT Southwestern Medical Center 

General Thoracic Surgery Poster Winners:

1st Place	 Ankit Bharat – Washington University 

2nd Place	 Ian Makey – Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center 

3rd Place	 David Odell – University of Pittsburgh 

Christopher Abraham –  
West Virginia School of Osteopathic Medicine

Derek Afflu – Howard University 

Paul Al-Attar – University of Michigan 

August Boeglin – Indiana University 

Se-In Choe – McGill University

Charles Choi – Texas A & M Health Science 
Center College of Medicine

Elizabeth Constantz – Tulane University 

Rahul Dalal – Brown University

Daniel Dolan – University of Cincinnati 

Ryan Graf – Medical College of Wisconsin

Paul Guillod – Yale University

Rahul Handa – University of Cincinnati 

Joseph Herbert – University of Texas 

Sameer Hirji – Duke University

Michael Hughes – University of Texas 

Matthew Hunt – University of North Carolina

Jacob Inda – University of Wisconsin 

Joshua Jolissaint – University of Virginia 

Korie Jones – Wake Forest University 

Janny Xue Chen Ke – University of  
British Columbia

Yuying Luo – New York University 

Alexander Meyer – University of Cincinnati 

Warren Naselsky – University of North Carolina 

Whitney Quong – University of British Columbia

Christiaan Rees – Dartmouth University

Stewart Richardson – Medical University  
of South Carolina

Sonia Shah – Northwestern University 

Malcolm Stennett – Howard University

Wayne Tse – Wright State University

Courtney Yong – The Ohio State University 

n	2013 AATS Summer Intern Scholars

Summer Intern Scholarships

Established in 2007, this Scholarship provides an opportunity for first and second year  
North American medical students to spend eight weeks during the summer working in a  
North American cardiothoracic surgery department. The Foundation has awarded $960,000  
to 251 students from over 79 participating medical schools to date.

Donate Today
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Joon Bum Kim, MD  |  Asan Medical Center, Seoul, Republic of Korea

F ellowship         :

n	� Nine months as a Clinical Fellow at Massachusetts  
General Hospital

Six weeks as an observer at:
n	 Cleveland Clinic, Cleveland OH
n	 University of Texas Medical School at Houston, Houston TX

Contributions / Studies:
n	� Forty contributions to scientific literature and nine case reports and twenty contributions 

to non-scientific journals

“�I aim to make my surgical procedures and overall clinical practice reproducible and reliable in 
these most challenging areas in cardiovascular surgery – aortic valve repair and aorta surgery.  
By doing so, I am also willing to contribute to the Korean Society by propagation of these 
experiences just as prior Korean Graham Fellows, Dr. Bum Koo Cho (in 1976) and  
Dr. Byung-Chul Chang (in 1987), had introduced open heart surgery and the Maze procedure, 
and had contributed to popularize it in Korea decades ago. My efforts will be continued  
on after this training to develop sincere international relationships so that we can cooperate  
on many clinical and scientific works in the future.”

Haifeng Wang, MD  |  Shanghai Pulmonary Hospital, Shanghai, China

F ellowship         :

n	� Ten months as a Clinical Fellow at Massachusetts  
General Hospital

Three months as an observer at:
n	 Massachusetts General Hospital
n	 Cedars-Sinai Medical Center
n	 Barnes-Jewish Hospital, Washington University

Contributions / Studies:
n	� Ten contributions (textbook articles, manuscripts…)  

to scientific literature.

“�My goal of training in the US is to gain an insight into leading techniques in current general  
thoracic surgery, such as airway surgery, thoracoscopic surgery and lung transplantation, etc.”

The  Evarts A. Graham Traveling Fellowship Program was established in 1950 by the AATS for the purpose of supporting  
study within North America by promising young academic cardiothoracic surgeons from outside the region to broaden  

their overall training and increase international contacts. Since the inception of the Graham Fellowship, 61 Graham Fellows  
from 30 countries have spent a year studying in North America.

The Fellowship currently provides a stipend of $75,000 US to support studies at a primary center of their choice as well as travel  
to secondary sites in North America. The Fellowship also provides complimentary admission to the AATS Annual Meeting,  
and round-trip coach air fares from the recipient’s country to his/her primary center.

Back to Table of Contents
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The John W. Kirklin Research Scholar ~ 2013-2015

Min P. Kim, MD  |  The Methodist Hospital  
Weill Cornell Medical Center, Houston, Texas

n�	� Project Title:  “A Novel Ex Vivo Three Dimensional Model  
for the Isolation and Identification of Circulating Tumor Cells”

Third John H. Gibbon Research Scholars ~ 2014 – 2016

Ankit Bharat, MD  |  Assistant Professor  |  Northwestern Memorial Hospital

n	 Characterization of the role of B cells and autoantibodies in lung allograft rejection

“�My goal at the completion of the scholarship will be to write a successful grant application  
using the data gathered to develop a more comprehensive understanding of the immune  
responses in lung transplantation.  In addition, the studies outlined here would form a strong 
basis for me to develop prospective clinical trials to treat patients with autoantibodies and B cell 
activation with the hope of improving long--‐term outcomes following lung transplantation.”

Joseph Turek, MD  |  Assistant Professor  |  University of Iowa Carver College of Medicine

n	� Multi-Level Interactions Between Calcium/Calmodulin-Dependent Protein Kinase II  
and Transient Receptor Potential Vanilloid I Regulate Oxidation-Mediated Aortic 
Aneurysm Progression in Marfan Syndromerejection

“�I strive to contribute to the understanding of cellular mechanisms involved in aneurysm 
progression and to influence treatment paradigms for these patients.”

The American Association for Thoracic Surgery Research Scholarship was established 
by the American Association for Thoracic Surgery in 1985. Funded by the Association 

and individual contributions, the Research Scholarship provides opportunity for research, 
training and experience for North American surgeons committed to pursuing an academic 
career in cardiothoracic surgery. Administered by the AATS Graham Foundation, the 
program is undertaken within the first three years after completion of an approved 
cardiothoracic residency and is about two years in duration.

40
Years of Supporting  

Excellence!

Donate Today

Back to Table of Contents

FOUNDATION history

Recognizing the increased  

need for support for basic 

research endeavors in the  

field of cardiothoracic surgery, 

in 2013 the AATS Graham 

Foundation initiated several 

additional programs.  

A new Cardiothoracic Surgical 

Investigator’s program  

has been funded and the  

initial response has been 

outstanding. An Honoring  

Our Mentors Fellowship 

program, including a new  

F. Griffith Pearson Fellowship, 

has also been started to allow 

residents to develop their 

skillset with a designated 

mentor in cardiothoracic 

surgical fields. Additionally, 

there are new programs 

partnering with industry  

to develop research grants  

that provide training in 

innovative new techniques  

and technology.
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Cardiothoracic Surgical Investigators Program

The Foundation has allocated $250,000 to this 

program in its initial stages. Encompassing each of 

the Foundation’s values, the program aims to provide 

initial support of up to $50,000 annually for young 

cardiothoracic surgeons interested in conducting 

clinical or translational research.

Intuitive Surgical Robotics Fellowship

This new collaboration 

will provide an advanced 

educational experience for 

8 North American general 

thoracic fellows and their attending surgeons to 

spend a two-day period at Intuitive Surgical’s facility 

in Atlanta, GA participating in a mixture of didactic 

lectures and hands-on instruction. A minimum case 

requirement for fellows over the subsequent year  

is mandatory.

Traveling Scholars Program

This program provides an educational experience for 

young cardiothoracic surgeons from around the world 

to spend a period of time studying clinical techniques  

at a host institution. Awards are designed to help  

defray related travel and living expenses incurred  

at the host institution.

n �Edwards Lifesciences Advanced Treatments  

of Valve Disease Fellowship

This Fellowship is primarily geared to 

provide an opportunity for a minimum of 

three months’ time at a host institution 

to obtain valve repair and transcatheter 

techniques repair or replacement  

of all valves.

Honoring Our Mentors Fellowship Program

The program has been established to honor those 

surgeons who have demonstrated their longstanding 

leadership and dedication over the course of their 

careers to the surgical specialty and their trainees.

n	F. Griffith Pearson Mentor Fellowship

	� This Fellowship provides an educational experience 

for North American cardiothoracic surgeons who 

have recently completed their residency or fellowship 

to spend a focused period of four (4) to six (6) weeks’ 

time studying general thoracic clinical techniques  

at a host institution in North America.

n	2014 F. Griffith Pearson Traveling Fellows:

	 Sheamus Carr, MD – University of Utah, Salt Lake City

	 Wael Hanna, MD – McMasters University, Hamilton Ontario

AATS Member for a Day Program

The program will provide an opportunity for up to  

20 North American medical students and general 

surgery residents to accompany an AATS Member 

Mentor, along with a resident member of the  

Thoracic Surgery Residents Association (TSRA)  

during portions of the 2014 AATS Annual Meeting.  

The program is designed to offer medical students  

and general surgery residents insight into the 

cardiothoracic surgery specialty and to provide  

an opportunity to network and build relationships 

within the cardiothoracic surgical community.

Newly Launched Programs
Back to Table of Contents
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	 oger R. Ecker, MD has been a member of the AATS since 1971, two years before the 
	 AATS Graham Foundation was founded. He remembers the Evarts A. Graham Traveling 
Fellowship Program’s existence even prior to the founding of the AATS Graham Foundation  
in 1973. As a past NIH research fellowship recipient, Dr. Ecker intimately understands the 

importance of research and education  
in the career of a cardiothoracic surgeon. 
That is one of the reasons why Dr. Ecker and 
his wife Judith, have remembered the AATS 
Graham Foundation in their estate planning.
A U.S. military veteran and graduate of 
Cornell Medical College in New York City, 
Dr. Ecker focused on surgery at The New 
York Hospital Cornell Medical Center  
during a time when there were lots of 
exciting developments happening in  
the cardiothoracic surgical specialty.  
“Many of the techniques that are  
standard today were just being developed. 
Valve surgery and congenital heart  
surgery were in a state of innovation and 

experimentation. Coronary bypass did not yet exist. I wanted to be part of this new frontier,”  
says Dr. Ecker. “As my career developed, I was privileged to learn from the pioneers and legends  
in our specialty. Major contributions were made by American surgeons, and also those from 
Europe, Asia and other parts of the globe. Some were Graham Traveling Fellowship recipients. 
This expanded outlook has helped to shape the AATS and the specialty of Cardiac Surgery.”

A former faculty member in Dallas at Southwestern Medical School and later in private practice  
in California, Dr. Ecker is grateful for the continuing education provided by the AATS and  
the other cardiothoracic organizations. The AATS has always been dedicated to Science  
and Education, Research and Leadership, as evidenced by its mission to Promote Scholarship, 
Innovation, and Leadership in Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery. Dr. Ecker says “I was privileged 
to be a part of this tremendous effort on behalf of our many patients suffering from cardiac and 
thoracic disorders. Now is the time to make a small repayment, in order for the future to be as 
productive as the past has been.”

The Ecker’s decision to support the Foundation through a planned estate disbursement was made 
with confidence, knowing that the Foundation is part of the AATS – an international organization 
of over 1,300 of the world’s foremost cardiothoracic surgeons representing 41 countries.  
Its members have a proven record of distinction within the specialty and have made significant 
contributions to the care and treatment of cardiothoracic disease throughout the world. 

“	�I was privileged to be a 

part of this tremendous 

effort on behalf of our 

many patients suffering 

from cardiac and thoracic 

disorders. Now is the 

time to make a small 

repayment, in order  

for the future to be  

as productive as the  

past has been.”
	 Roger R. Ecker, MD

Roger R. Ecker, MD and Judith Ecker

Roger R. Ecker, MD and his wife Judith
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Philanthropy is based on voluntary action for the common good. 
It is a tradition of giving and sharing that is primary to the quality 
of life. To ensure that philanthropy merits the respect and trust 
of the general public, and that donors and prospective donors 
can have full confidence in the AATS Graham Foundation and  
the programs we ask them to support, we declare that all donors 
have these rights:

I.	� To be informed of the AATS Graham Foundation’s mission,  
of the way the organization intends to use donated 
resources, and of its capacity to use donations effectively  
for their intended purposes.

II.	� To be informed of the identity of those serving on the  
AATS Graham Foundation’s governing board, and to  
expect the board to exercise prudent judgment in its 
stewardship responsibilities.

III.	� To have access to the AATS Graham Foundation’s  
most recent financial statements.

IV.	� To be assured their gifts will be used for the purposes  
for which they were given.

V.	� To receive appropriate acknowledgement and recognition.
VI.	� To be assured that information about their donation is 

handled with respect and with confidentiality to the extent 
provided by United States law.

VII.	� To expect that all relationships with individuals representing 
organizations of interest to the donor will be professional  
in nature.

VIII.	� To be informed whether those seeking donations are 
volunteers, staff members of the AATS Graham Foundation 
or hired solicitors.

IX.	� To have the opportunity for their names to be deleted from 
mailing lists that the AATS Graham Foundation may intend 
to share.

X.	� To feel free to ask questions when making a donation  
and to receive prompt, truthful and forthright answers.
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Supporting the AATS Graham Foundation

AATS Graham Foundation Case for Support
Why is philanthropic support important to the AATS Graham Foundation? Because, at no point in history has medical research  
made advances at the current breathtaking pace. We seek donors who wish to participate in academic exchange, innovation and 
collaboration, advancing patient care, and fostering leadership in ways that will benefit all of our patients. Gifts from individuals, 
grateful patients and families, corporations and foundations allow our physician scientists to apply their energy and expertise to  
the pursuit of new and novel innovations in a wide range of thoracic surgeries and transplant management. Our support of congenital 
and adult cardiac and thoracic surgeons makes it better for patients by educating, training and supporting our unique niche market.  
By making a gift to the AATS Graham Foundation, you invest in our mission to drive leadership, learning and innovation in the  
pursuit of excellence that translates to better health care for all.

Why should I support the AATS Graham Foundation?

Whether you are a professional within our specialty, an 
individual or an organization, we know there are many demands 
made of your time as well as your philanthropy. The AATS 
Graham Foundation brings its mission to life by educating 
cardiac and thoracic surgeons at every level, through initiating 
and supporting research initiatives that meet a unique need in 
cardiothoracic surgery. 

We reach out to donors just like you who are either members  
of the American Association for Thoracic Surgery (AATS), or 
have professional knowledge or personal experience with our 
specialty. As professionals and individuals deeply involved in  
our specialty, you understand the important value in supporting 
research, scholarship and educational programs and activities. 

The preeminent reputation of the AATS, and subsequently  
the AATS Graham Foundation, sets us apart from all  
other philanthropic opportunities available to donors.  

The AATS’ conviction to model excellence flows through to  
our Foundation and is evident in our grant-making, that funds 
needed scholarship, mentored leadership, and collaborative 
education. Equally important is our reputation of trusted 
stewardship that honors our history and safeguards our future. 

The AATS Graham Foundation, and its parent, the AATS, 
partners with other foundations and associations where it is 
clear that collaboration is justified, cost-effective and advancing 
of patient care. We partner with organizations who believe in 
fostering leadership, advancing education and the importance  
of innovation in medical science.

We ask that the AATS Graham Foundation remains or becomes  
a top priority in the whole of your philanthropy. With your  
help, we will continue to be fully poised to respond to future 
demands, and expand our vision of a dynamic and innovative 
future of continued excellence for cardiothoracic surgery!

The Donor Bill of Rights
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Becoming a Donor
The AATS Graham Foundation is grateful to donors who wish to support its ongoing 
mission of driving leadership, learning and innovation in the pursuit of excellence.  
Many forms of charitable giving are appreciated by the Foundation and can be  
done online or by contacting the Foundation.

OUTRI     G HT   G I F T S 

All gifts made to the AATS Graham 
Foundation are 100% tax deductible  
to the fullest extent of US law.  
They include gifts of:

n	 Cash 

n	 Check 

n	 Credit Card 

n	� Stock  
Avoid capital gains  
on appreciated security

n	� Honorarium  
100% tax deductible to whatever  
entity is making the donation.  
Donors will receive credit for  
their gift in our annual and  
Lifetime Giving Societies.

	 �Please visit our website to  

make your gift online at  

www.AATSGrahamFoundation.org  

or call 978-927-8330 to make  

your gift today.

P L ANN   E D  G I F T S 

Please contact your personal financial 
advisor and discuss your philanthropic 
intentions. Also please contact the  
AATS Graham Foundation so we may 
recognize your thoughtful generosity. 

The Foundation welcomes the following 
types of Planned Gifts that are 100% tax 
deductible to the fullest extent of US law:

n	 Bequests  
	 Gifts through a WILL.

n	� Charitable Remainder Trusts  
Pays beneficiaries an income for life; 
funded with cash, appreciated 
securities or real estate, and providing 
significant current tax benefits as  
well as reducing probate and estate 
costs for your heirs.

n	� Life Insurance  
Existing or new policies can be a 
vehicle for providing a meaningful gift. 
Insurance can also be used to replace 
assets that have been earmarked for  
a charitable gift.

n	� IRAs or Individual  
Retirement Accounts 

	� Recent legislation has provided 
additional incentives for gifting IRAs. 
Current regulations allow the  
transfer of certain IRA assets  
to the Foundation.

	� AATS Graham Foundation  
Federal Tax ID# 23-7288866

For more information  

on Planned Gifts,  

contact Ray Pasciuto,  

Director of Development 

at 978-927-8330.

Donate Today
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$10,000+
American Association  
for Thoracic Surgery
Anonymous

The Children’s Hospital  
of Philadelphia

J. William Gaynor, MD

Mehmet C. Oz, MD

Craig R. Smith, MD

Thomas L. Spray, MD

James S. Tweddell, MD

$5,000 - $9,999
CHMC Surgical  
Foundation, Inc.
Joseph S. Coselli, MD
Timothy J. Gardner, MD
Mark J. Krasna, MD

$2,000 - $4,999
David H. Adams, MD
Duke E. Cameron, MD
Farzan Filsoufi, MD
James D. Luketich, MD
Marc R. Moon, MD
Eduardo Otero Coto, MD
Alec Patterson, MD
Jack A. Roth, MD
Hartzell V. Schaff, MD
David J. Sugarbaker, MD
Thoralf M. Sundt, MD
Lars G. Svensson, MD

$1,000 - $1,999
Emile A. Bacha, MD
Vinay Badhwar, MD
Joseph E. Bavaria, MD
Raphael Bueno, MD
Neil Christie, MD
Sertac Cicek, MD
Lawrence H. Cohn, MD
Fred A. Crawford, Jr., MD
Thomas A. D’Amico, MD
Cornelius M. Dyke, MD
Richard A. Jonas, MD
Shaf Keshavjee, MD
Bernard J. Leininger, MD
Scott A. LeMaire, MD
William T. Maloney 
Bryan F. Meyers, MD
Yoshifumi Naka, MD
Mark S. Slaughter, MD
Robert B. Wallace, MD
Joseph Woo, MD

$500 - $999
Anonymous
Lishan Aklog, MD
Giorgio M. Aru, MD
Carl L. Backer, MD
John H. Calhoon, MD
Andrea J. Carpenter, MD
Joanna Chikwe, MD
Yolonda L. Colson, MD
Joel D. Cooper, MD
Robert A. Dion, MD
Richard J. Finley, MD
W. Clark Hargrove, III, MD
Michel N. Ilbawi, MD
Tadashi Isomura, MD
David R. Jones, MD
Larry R. Kaiser, MD
John J. Lamberti, MD
Antoon E. Lerut, MD
Shu S. Lin, MD
Virginia R. Litle, MD
Barry A. Love, MD
James R. Malm, MD
M. Blair Marshall, MD
Patrick M. McCarthy, MD
Richard B. McElvein, MD
Lorenzo A. Menicanti, MD
Shinichiro Miyoshi, MD
Sergio A. Oliveira, MD
Harvey I. Pass, MD
Evelio Rodriguez, MD
Thomas A. Schwann, MD
Walter J. Scott, MD
Hu ShengShou, MD
Stephen G. Swisher, MD
Tufts Medical Center
Helmut W. Unruh, MD

The AATS Graham Foundation appreciates the generousity of the following supporters in 2013:

$1 - $499
Ottavio R. Alfieri, MD
Sary F. Aranki, MD
Rakesh C. Arora, MD
Faisal G. Bakaeen, MD
Ko Bando, MD
Hasan F. Batirel, MD
Richard J. Battafarano, MD
Uberto Bortolotti, MD
James M. Brown, MD
Gerald D. Buckberg, MD
John G. Byrne, MD
Christopher A. Caldarone, MD
Robert J. Cerfolio, MD
Haiquan S. Chen, MD
Ke-Neng Chen, MD
Bum-Koo Cho, MD
John G. Coles, MD
Denton A. Cooley, MD
Jack G. Copeland, MD
Gregory S. Couper, MD
Willard M. Daggett, MD
Ralph J. Damiano, Jr. , MD
Gail E. Darling, MD
Tirone E. David, MD
Robert D. Davis, Jr., MD
Jonathan D’Cunha, MD
Marc De Perrot, MD
Malcolm M. DeCamp, Jr., MD
Todd L. Demmy, MD
Gilles D. Dreyfus, MD
Gebrine El Khoury, MD
Elie Fadel, MD
Giuseppe G. Faggian, MD
Katrien Francois, MD
Darren H. Freed, MD
Richard K. Freeman, MD
Alessandro Frigiola, MD
David A. Fullerton, MD
Otto Gago, MD
Henning A. Gaissert, MD
Lorenzo Galletti, MD
Sidharta P. Gangadharan, MD
H. Edward Garrett, Jr., MD
Gino Gerosa, MD
Leonard N. Girardi, MD
Juan B. Grau, MD
Axel Haverich, MD

Stephen R. Hazelrigg, MD
George L. Hicks, Jr. , MD
Gregory M. Hirsch, MD
Keith A. Horvath, MD
John A. Howington, MD
John S. Ikonomidis, MD
Selim C. Isbir, MD
Yasunaru Kawashima, MD
Min Kim, MD
James K. Kirklin, MD
Leslie J. Kohman, MD
Masashi Komeda, MD
Nicholas T. Kouchoukos, MD
Christian Kreutzer, MD
Irving L. Kron, MD
Joseph S. Ladowski, MD
Jay M. Lee, MD
Richard Lee, MD
Jean-Francois Legare, MD
Philip A. Linden, MD
Bruce W. Lytle, MD
George J. Magovern, Jr., MD
Bohdan J. Maruszewski, MD
Constantine Mavroudis, MD
Emmett D. McKenzie, MD
F. Neil McKenzie, MD
Martin F. McKneally, MD
Martin H. McMullan, MD
Ari A. Mennander, MD
Tomislav Mihaljevic, MD
Michael R. Mill, MD
Kenji Minatoya, MD
Richard A. Moggio, MD
Friedrich W. Mohr, MD
Hitoshi Mohri, MD
Ralph S. Mosca, MD
Noboru Motomura, MD
David S. Mulder, MD
Hani K. Najm, MD
Mark B. Orringer, MD
David A. Ott, MD
Davide Pacini, MD
George M. Palatianos, MD
Bernard J. Park, MD
Alessandro Parolari, MD
John R. Pepper, MD
Christian Pizarro, MD
Jose L. Pomar, MD

Joe B. Putnam, Jr., MD
Jan Modest Quaegebeur, MD
Ehud Raanani, MD
Jaishankar Raman, MD
Thomas W. Rice, MD
Gaetano Rocco, MD
Xavier F. Roques, MD
Eric E. Roselli, MD
Marc Ruel, MD
Juan J. Rufilanchas  
Sanchez, MD
Hazim J. Safi, MD
Lokeswara R. Sajja, MD
Shunji Sano, MD
Joseph D. Schmoker, MD
Frank W. Sellke, MD
Toshiharu Shinoka, MD
Dominique Shum-Tim, MD
Alan M. Speir, MD
Henry M. Spotnitz, MD
William D. Spotnitz, MD
Paul Subroto, MD
Henry J. Sullivan, MD
Li-Zhong Sun, MD
Scott J. Swanson, MD
Wilson Y. Szeto, MD
Minoru Tabata, MD
Shinichi Takamoto, MD
Shuichiro Takanashi, MD
James Tatoulis, MD
Richard J. Thurer, MD
Luis A. Tomatis, MD
Kevin Turley, MD
Dirk E. Van Raemdonck, MD
Gonzalo Varela, MD
Cecil C. Vaughn, MD
Cindy VerColen 
Thomas K. Waddell, MD
Kenneth G. Warner, MD
Darryl S. Weiman, MD
Richard I. Whyte, MD
Ernst Wolner, MD
Stephen C. Yang, MD
Hisataka Yasui, MD
Ryohei Yozu, MD
Ricardo A. Zalaquett, MD
Marcin Zielinski, MD

Back to Table of Contents

Donate Today18

2013 Annual Contributions

http://aatsgrahamfoundation.org/support-foundation.cgi


Presidents Society

American Association  
for Thoracic Surgery

Supporters Society

Anonymous
The Children’s Hospital  
of Philadelphia

Benefactors Society

J. William Gaynor, MD
Eduardo Otero Coto, MD
Mehmet C. Oz, MD
Craig R. Smith, MD
Thomas L. Spray, MD
James S. Tweddell, MD

Friends Society

$5,000 - $9,999
CHMC Surgical Foundation, Inc.
Joseph S. Coselli, MD
Timothy J. Gardner, MD
Mark J. Krasna, MD
James D. Luketich, MD
Hartzell V. Schaff, MD

Up to $4,999
Benjamin L. Aaron, MD
Tomio Abe, MD
Kevin D. Accola, MD
Anthony J. Acinapura, MD
Niv Ad, MD
David H. Adams, MD
Peter X. Adams, MD
Shahab Akhter, MD
Cary W. Akins, MD
Lishan Aklog, MD
Gabriel S. Aldea, MD
James A Alexander, MD
Vladimir Alexi-Meskishvili, MD
Ottavio R. Alfieri, MD
William Alford, Jr., MD
Zohair Y. Al-Halees, MD
Mark S. Allen, MD
Bradley S. Allen, MD
Keith B. Allen, MD
Margaret D. Allen, MD
Atsushi Amano, MD
Joseph J. Amato, MD
C. E. Anagnostopoulos, MD
Robert W. Anderson, MD
Rafael S. Andrade, MD
Gianni D. Angelini, MD
Anonymous
Manuel J. Antunes, MD
Anelechi C. Anyanwu, MD
Sary F. Aranki, MD
Eduardo Arciniegas, MD
Michael Argenziano, MD
Alejandro Aris, MD
John M. Armitage, MD
Rakesh C. Arora, MD
Giorgio M. Aru, MD
Raimondo Ascione, MD
Keith W. Ashcraft, MD

Safuh Attar, MD
Erle H. Austin, III, MD
Emile A. Bacha, MD
Jean E. Bachet, MD
Carl L. Backer, MD
Vinay Badhwar, MD
Leonard L. Bailey, MD
Manjit S. Bains, MD
Faisal G. Bakaeen, MD
Lenox D. Baker, MD
John C. Baldwin, MD
Michael K. Banbury, MD
Ko Bando, MD
Hendrick B. Barner, MD
Robert H. Bartlett, MD
Jaroslaw Barwinsky, MD
Hasan F. Batirel, MD
Richard J. Battafarano, MD
Eugene M. Baudet, MD
William A. Baumgartner, MD
Joseph E. Bavaria, MD
Ronald M. Becker, MD
Alexis G. Bello, MD
John R Benfield, MD
Herbert A. Berkoff, MD
B. Eugene Berry, MD
Lael Anson Best, MD
Friedhelm Beyersdorf, MD
Joginder N. Bhayana, MD
Thomas V. Bilfinger, MD
Eugene H. Blackstone, MD
Bradford P. Blakeman, MD
Carlos Blanche, MD
Robert D. Bloodwell, MD
Leo A. Bockeria, MD
R. Morton Bolman, III, MD
J.W. Randolph Bolton, MD
Lawrence I. Bonchek, MD
A. Michael Borkon, MD
Uberto Bortolotti, MD
Edward L. Bove, MD
Frederick Bowman, Jr., MD
Arthur D. Boyd, MD
Scott M. Bradley, MD
Domingo M. Braile, MD
Berkeley Brandt, III, MD
Carl E. Bredenberg, MD
David Bregman, MD
Robert H. Breyer, MD
Donald L Bricker, MD
Richard F. Brodman, MD
John W. Brown, MD
James M. Brown, MD
Peter E. Bruecke, MD
Alessandro Brunelli, MD
Aart Brutel De La Riviere, MD
Gerald D. Buckberg, MD
Raphael Bueno, MD
David A. Bull, MD
Nelson A. Burton, MD
Brian F. Buxton, MD
John G. Byrne, MD
Antonio M. Calafiore, MD
Christopher A. Caldarone, MD
John H. Calhoon, MD

George M. Callard, MD
Duke E. Cameron, MD
Charles D. Campbell, MD
David B. Campbell, MD
Marcelo G. Cardarelli, MD
Joseph S. Carey, MD
Andrea J. Carpenter, MD
Thierry-Pierre Carrel, MD
Michel Carrier, MD
Filip P. Casselman, MD
Alan G. Casson, MD
Aldo R. Castaneda, MD
Robert J. Cerfolio, MD
Juan C. Chachques, MD
Gerard L. Champsaur, MD
Byung-Chul Chang, MD
Alain R. Chapelier, MD
Claude C. C. Chartrand, MD
Aurelio Chaux, MD
Haiquan S. Chen, MD
Ke-Neng Chen, MD
Jonathan M. Chen, MD
Frederick Y. Chen, MD
K. Mammen Cherian, MD
Joanna Chikwe, MD
Nathaniel P. Ching, MD
Chu-Jeng (Ray) Chiu, MD
Bum-Koo Cho, MD
Paramjeet S. Chopra, MD
George T. Christakis, MD
Neil Christie, MD
Sertac Cicek, MD
George E. Cimochowski, MD
Richard E. Clark, MD
Joseph C. Cleveland, Jr., MD
Adnan Cobanoglu, MD
Richard P. Cochran, MD
John E. Codd, MD
Gordon A. Cohen, MD
David J. Cohen, MD
Robbin G. Cohen, MD
Lawrence H. Cohn, MD
William E. Cohn, MD
John G. Coles, MD
Yolonda L. Colson, MD
A. Alan Conlan, MD
John P. Connors, MD
John V. Conte, MD
Vincent R. Conti, MD
William A. Cook, MD
Denton A. Cooley, MD
Joel D. Cooper, MD
Jack G. Copeland, MD
William P. Cornell, MD
Antonio F. Corno, MD
Delos M. Cosgrove, MD
Robert Cossette, MD
Maurizio Cotrufo, MD
Gregory S. Couper, MD
James L. Cox, MD
Fred A. Crawford, Jr., MD
Ivan K. Crosby, MD
Alfred T. Culliford, III, MD
Jose Pedro Da Silva, MD
Sabine H. Daebritz, MD

All giving levels are cumulative and represent lifetime gift totals through December 31, 2013

James Donahoo, MD
Vincent Dor, MD
Donald B. Doty, MD
Robert D. Dowling, MD
Gilles D. Dreyfus, MD
Davis C. Drinkwater, Jr., MD
Brian W. Duncan, MD
Carlos Gomez Duran, MD
Andre C. H. Duranceau, MD
Cornelius M. Dyke, MD
Sergey L. Dzemeshkevich, MD
Roger R. Ecker, MD
James R. Edgerton, MD
Richard N. Edie, MD
Fred H. Edwards, MD
Thomas M. Egan, MD
Gebrine El Khoury, MD
Joseph R. Elbeery, MD
John A. Elefteriades, MD
Martin J. Elliott, MD
Robert W. Emery, MD
Richard M. Engelman, MD
M. Arisan Ergin, MD
Aaron S. Estrera, MD
Anthony Estrera, MD
Elie Fadel, MD
Giuseppe G. Faggian, MD
Volkmar Falk, MD
Roberto R. Favaloro, MD
Paul W. Fedak, MD
Christopher M. Feindel, MD
Richard H. Feins, MD
Victor A. Ferraris, MD
Pasquale Ferraro, MD
Farzan Filsoufi, MD
Richard J. Finley, MD
Andrew C. Fiore, MD
Noel H. Fishman, MD
R. Leighton Fisk, MD
Willem Flameng, MD

Presidents Society  ($500,000 and Above)
n	� Attendance at AATS Graham Foundation Reception
n	� Attendance at a special luncheon at AATS Annual Meeting
n	� Option to be profiled in AATS Graham Foundation Annual Report
Benefits: Lapel Pin, Apple Nano, Tie/Scarf, Plaque, Crystal Desk Clock

Leadership Society  ($100,000 - $499,999)
n	� Attendance at AATS Graham Foundation Reception 
n	� Option to be profiled in AATS Graham Foundation Annual Report
Benefits: Lapel Pin, Apple Nano, Tie/Scarf, Plaque

Supporters Society  ($50,000 - $99,999) 
n	� Attendance at AATS Graham Foundation Reception
Benefits: Lapel Pin, Apple Nano, Tie/Scarf, Coffee Mug

Benefactors Society  ($10,000 - $49,000)
n	� Attendance at AATS Graham Foundation Reception
Benefits: Lapel Pin, Apple Nano, Tie/Scarf

Friends Society  ($1 - $9,999)
$5,000 to $9,999   Benefits: Lapel Pin, Apple Nano
Up to $4,999  Benefits: Lapel Pin 

Willem J. Daenen, MD
Willard M. Daggett, MD
Benedict D. T. Daly, MD
Richard C. Daly, MD
Ralph J. Damiano, Jr., MD
Thomas A. D’Amico, MD
Thomas M. Daniel, MD
Gordon K. Danielson, MD
John H. Dark, MD
Gail E. Darling, MD
Charles H. Dart, Jr., MD
Philippe G. Dartevelle, MD
Hiroshi Date, MD
Tirone E. David, MD
Robert D. Davis, Jr., MD
J. Terrance Davis, MD
Jonathan D’Cunha, MD
Marc R. de Leval, MD
Paul De Leyn, MD
Marc De Perrot, MD
Radu C. Deac, MD
Abe DeAnda, Jr., MD
Malcolm M. DeCamp, Jr., MD
William M. DeCampli, MD
Pedro J. del Nido, MD
Giacomo A. DeLaria, MD
Serafin Y. DeLeon, MD
Ralph E. Delius, MD
Anthony J. DelRossi, MD
Walter P. Dembitsky, MD
Tom R. DeMeester, MD
Todd L. Demmy, MD
Nicholas J. Demos, MD
Joseph J. DeRose, Jr., MD
Claude Deschamps, MD
Jean Deslauriers, MD
Frank C. Detterbeck, MD
Eric J. Devaney, MD
James T. Diehl, MD
Charles A. Dietl, MD
Robert A. Dion, MD
Verdi J. DiSesa, MD
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William H. Fleming, MD
Raja M. Flores, MD
M. Wayne Flye, MD
Thomas J. Fogarty, MD
John E. Foker, MD
David M. Follette, MD
Eric W. Fonkalsrud, MD
Gregory P. Fontana, MD
Joseph Forbess, MD
Richard G. Fosburg, MD
Eric D. Foster, MD
Katrien Francois, MD
Charles D. Fraser, MD
Robert W. M. Frater, MD
O. Howard Frazier, MD
Darren H. Freed, MD
Richard K. Freeman, MD
Stephen E. Fremes, MD
Joseph S. Friedberg, MD
Alessandro Frigiola, MD
Willard A. Fry, MD
Shigefumi Fujimura, MD
David A. Fullerton, MD
Anthony P. Furnary, MD
Otto Gago, MD
Henning A. Gaissert, MD
Mark E. Galantowicz, MD
Lorenzo Galletti, MD
Aubrey C. Galloway, Jr., MD
Sanjiv K. Gandhi, MD
Sidharta P. Gangadharan, MD
Paul G. Gannon, MD
Joseph J. Garamella, MD
H. Edward Garrett, Jr., MD
Antonio A. Garzon, MD
William A. Gay, Jr., MD
Alan B. Gazzaniga, MD
Elliot T. Gelfand, MD
Gino Gerosa, MD
Isaac Gielchinsky, MD
A. Marc Gillinov, MD
Leonard N. Girardi, MD
Thomas G. Gleason, MD
Donald D. Glower, MD
Jeffrey P. Gold, MD
Melvyn Goldberg, MD
Marshall D. Goldin, MD
Bernard S. Goldman, MD
Scott M. Goldman, MD
Daniel Goldstein, MD
Peter Goldstraw, MD
Lorenzo Gonzalez-Lavin, MD
Robert C. Gorman, MD
John Parker Gott, MD
Geoffrey M. Graeber, MD
Juan B. Grau, MD
Laman A. Gray, Jr., MD
Peter S. Greene, MD
Lazar J. Greenfield, MD
Igor D. Gregoric, MD
Randall B. Griepp, MD
Bartley P. Griffith, MD
Tomasz Grodzki, MD

Eugene A. Grossi, MD
Frederick L. Grover, MD
Dominique H. Grunenwald, MD
Albert J. Guerraty, MD
Steven R. Gundry, MD
Robert A. Gustafson, MD
Rune Haaverstad, MD
Grady L. Hallman, MD
John W. Hammon, Jr, MD
Frank L. Hanley, MD
W. Clark Hargrove, III, MD
Ari L. J. Harjula, MD
Alden H. Harken, MD
Bradley J. Harlan, MD
David H. Harpole, Jr., MD
Lynn H. Harrison, Jr., MD
Renee S. Hartz, MD
Joachim T. W. Hasse, MD
Axel Haverich, MD
Stephen R. Hazelrigg, MD
Guo-Wei He, MD
Richard F. Heitmiller, MD
Paul J. Hendry, MD
Rodney H. Herr, MD
Roland Hetzer, MD
George L. Hicks, Jr., MD
Robert S. D. Higgins, MD
J. Donald Hill, MD
George L. Hines, MD
Loren F. Hiratzka, MD
Gregory M. Hirsch, MD
Mark S. Hochberg, MD
Thomas M. Holder, MD
William L. Holman, MD
E. Carmack Holmes, MD
Richard A. Hopkins, MD
Keith A. Horvath, MD
John A. Howington, MD
ShengShou Hu, MD
Charles B. Huddleston, MD
G. Chad Hughes, MD
Peter Hutchin, MD
John S. Ikonomidis, MD
Michel N. Ilbawi, MD
Yasuharu Imai, MD
Selim C. Isbir, MD
O. Wayne Isom, MD
Tadashi Isomura, MD
Leigh I. Iverson, MD
Tom D. Ivey, MD
Marshall L. Jacobs, MD
Jeffrey P. Jacobs, MD
James Jaggers, MD
Marjan Jahangiri, MD
Michael T. Jaklitsch, MD
Heinz G. Jakob, MD
W. R. Eric Jamieson, MD
Stuart W. Jamieson, MD
Erik W. L. Jansen, MD
Robert D. Jaquiss, MD
Victor Jebara, MD
Valluvan Jeevanandam, MD
Olivier L. Jegaden, MD
Robert G. Johnson, MD
Michael R. Johnston, MD
Richard A Jonas, MD

David R. Jones, MD
James W. Jones, MD
Kent W. Jones, MD
Robert H. Jones, MD
Lyle D. Joyce, MD
Donald R. Kahn, MD
Larry R. Kaiser, MD
Gerard A. Kaiser, MD
Gerard S. Kakos, MD
Afksendiyos Kalangos, MD
Tom R. Karl, MD
Shreekanth V. Karwande, MD
Nevin M. Katz, MD
Yasunaru Kawashima, MD
Michael P. Kaye, MD
Teruhisa Kazui, MD
Blair A. Keagy, MD
Robert J. Keenan, MD
Bruce E. Keogh, MD
Wilbert J. Keon, MD
Shaf Keshavjee, MD
Kenneth A. Kesler, MD
Kamal R. Khabbaz, MD
Asghar Khaghani, MD
Siavosh Khonsari, MD
Min Kim, MD
Ki-Bong Kim, MD
Thomas J. Kirby, MD
James K. Kirklin, MD
Marvin M. Kirsh, MD
Joseph C. Kiser, MD
Soichiro Kitamura, MD
Robert Kleinloog, MD
Walter Klepetko, MD
Junjiro Kobayashi, MD
Reiner Koerfer, MD
Leslie J. Kohman, MD
Jacob Kolff, MD
Masashi Komeda, MD
Gary S. Kopf, MD
Robert L. Kormos, MD
Robert J. Korst, MD
Arvind Koshal, MD
J. Kenneth Koster, Jr., MD
Nicholas T. Kouchoukos, MD
Hitoshi Koyanagi, MD
John M. Kratz, MD
Christian Kreutzer, MD
Guillermo O. Kreutzer, MD
Karl H. Krieger, MD
Irving L. Kron, MD
Paul A. Kurlansky, MD
Hiromi Kurosawa, MD
Jaroslaw Kuzdzal, MD
Francois G. Lacour-Gayet, MD
Joseph S. Ladowski, MD
Stephen J. Lahey, MD
Thomas Z. Lajos, MD
Hillel Laks, MD
John J. Lamberti, MD
Kevin P. Landolfo, MD
Rodney J. Landreneau, MD
Roderick W. Landymore, MD
Rudiger S. Lange, MD
Steven L. Lansman, MD
Michael Lanuti, MD

Christine L. Lau, MD
Gerald M. Lawrie, MD
Harold L. Lazar, MD
Jae Won Lee, MD
Jay M. Lee, MD
Arthur B. Lee, Jr., MD
Richard Lee, MD
Chuen-Neng Lee, MD
Edward A. Lefrak, MD
Jean-Francois Legare, MD
Bernard J. Leininger, MD
Scott A. LeMaire, MD
Gerald M. Lemole, MD
Stuart C. Lennox, MD
Antoon E. Lerut, MD
Gunda Leschber, MD
George V. Letsou, MD
James M. Levett, MD
Sidney Levitsky, MD
Wei-i Li, MD
Kenneth K. Liao, MD
Shu S. Lin, MD
Christopher R. Lincoln, MD
Harald L. Lindberg, MD
Philip A. Linden, MD
Edward S. Lindsey, MD
Michael J. Liptay, MD
Virginia R. Litle, MD
Alex G. Little, MD
Robert S. Litwak, MD
S. Bert Litwin, MD
Jinfen Liu, MD
Ugolino Livi, MD
Joseph LoCicero, III, MD
Gary K. Lofland, MD
Daniel Y. Loisance, MD
Barry A. Love, MD
Jack W. Love, MD
James E. Lowe, MD
F. Mark Lupinetti, MD
Charles R. Lye, MD
Bruce W. Lytle, MD
Paolo Macchiarini, MD
Michael J. Mack, MD
James W. Mackenzie, MD
Michael A. Maddaus, MD
Joren C. Madsen, MD
Mitchell J. Magee, MD
George J. Magovern, Jr., MD
Yousuf Mahomed, MD
Richard D. Mainwaring, MD
Edward J. Malec, MD
James R. Malm, MD
William T. Maloney 
Mary C. Mancini, MD
Ashis K. Mandal, MD
Dev R. Manhas, MD
Peter B. Manning, MD
John D. Mannion, MD
Peter B. Mansfield, MD
M. Blair Marshall, MD
Juan Martinez-Leon, MD
Bohdan J. Maruszewski, MD
David P. Mason, MD
G. Robert Mason, MD
Gilbert Massard, MD

Douglas J. Mathisen, MD
Jack M. Matloff, MD
Hikaru Matsuda, MD
Severi P. Mattila, MD
Sandro Mattioli, MD
Kenneth L. Mattox, MD
Constantine Mavroudis, MD
John E. Mayer, MD
Patrick M. McCarthy, MD
Richard B. McElvein, MD
M. Terry McEnany, MD
P. Michael McFadden, MD
David C. McGiffin, MD
Edwin C. McGough, MD
Christopher G. A. McGregor, MD
Robert J. McKenna, Jr., MD
F. Neil McKenzie, MD
Emmett D. McKenzie, MD
Martin F. McKneally, MD
Martin H. McMullan, MD
David M. McMullan, MD
J. Judson McNamara, MD
Roger B. Mee, MD
Milton A. Meier, MD
Daniel R. Meldrum, MD
Franca M. Melfi, MD
Philippe Menasche, MD
Eric N. Mendeloff, MD
Lorenzo A. Menicanti, MD
Alan H. Menkis, MD
Ari A. Mennander, MD
Steven J. Mentzer, MD
Robert M. Mentzer, Jr., MD
Scot H. Merrick, MD
Walter H. Merrill, MD
Thierry G. Mesana, MD
Bruno J. Messmer, MD
Carlos A. Mestres, MD
Dominique R. Metras, MD
Dan M. Meyer, MD
Bryan F. Meyers, MD
Lawrence Michaelis, MD
Robert E. Michler, MD
Lynda L. Mickleborough, MD
Frank M. Midgley, MD
Tomislav Mihaljevic, MD
Michael R. Mill, MD
Donald W. Miller, Jr., MD
D. Craig Miller, MD
Joseph I. Miller, Jr., MD
Jeffrey C. Milliken, MD
Noel L. Mills, MD
Mitchell Mills, MD
Stephen A. Mills, MD
Lawrence J. Mills, MD
Kenji Minatoya, MD
Gregory A. Misbach, MD
Shinichiro Miyoshi, MD
Richard A. Moggio, MD
Friedrich W. Mohr, MD
Hitoshi Mohri, MD
J. Ernesto Molina, MD
Laureano Molins, MD
Ashby C. Moncure, MD
James L. Monro, MD
Alvaro Montoya, MD
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Marc R. Moon, MD
Darroch W. Moores, MD
John M. Moran, MD
Victor Morell, MD
Ricardo J. Moreno-Cabral, MD
Jeremy R. Morton, MD
Ralph S. Mosca, MD
Noboru Motomura, MD
Anthony L. Moulton, MD
David S. Mulder, MD
Donald C. Mullen, MD
Claudio Muneretto, MD
David A. Murphy, MD
Marcos Murtra, MD
P. David Myerowitz, MD
John L. Myers, MD
Hani K. Najm, MD
Yoshifumi Naka, MD
Keith S. Naunheim, MD
Daniel O. Navia, MD
Jose L. Navia, MD
A. John Neerken, MD
Rodolfo A. Neirotti, MD
Dao M. Nguyen, MD
Takashi Nitta, MD
William F. Northrup, III, MD
William I. Norwood, MD
Richard J. Novick, MD
Jean-Francois L. Obadia, MD
Hitoshi Ogino, MD
Richard G. Ohye, MD
Morihito Okada, MD
Okike N. Okike, MD
Yutaka Okita, MD
H. Newland Oldham, Jr., MD
Gordon N. Olinger, MD
Sergio A. Oliveira, MD
Martin J. O’Neill, Jr., MD
Mark B. Orringer, MD
Thomas A. Orszulak, MD
David A. Ott, MD
Richard A. Ott, MD
James H. Oury, MD
Albert D. Pacifico, MD
Davide Pacini, MD
Walter E. Pae, MD
Peter C. Pairolero, MD
George M. Palatianos, MD
George Pappas, MD
Soon J. Park, MD
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