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SATURDAY 
Skills Courses and Symposium
8:00 AM – 12:00 PM

New Technologies and Procedures in 
Congenital and Acquired Heart Surgery

Thoracic Developmental Skills

1:00 PM – 5:00 PM

Developing the Academic Surgeon

SUNDAY
AATS/STS Postgraduate Symposia 
8:00 AM – 5:00 PM

Adult Cardiac Surgery

General Thoracic Surgery

Congenital Heart Disease

3:00 PM – 5:00 PM

C. Walton Lillehei Resident Forum 

5:00 PM Welcome Reception

MONDAY 
7:30 AM AATS Business Session 

(Members only)

7:45 AM Plenary Scientific Session

9:05 AM Award Presentation

10:00 AM Basic Science Lecture

11:25 AM Presidential Address

SIMULTANEOUS SCIENTIFIC SESSIONS

2:00 PM – 5:05 PM Adult Cardiac

2:00 PM – 5:15 PM General Thoracic

2:00 PM – 5:00 PM Congenital Heart

New Sessions Highlight AATS Meeting
The AATS Annual Meeting remains

one of the foremost educational
experiences for tho-

racic and cardiovascular
professionals in the world.
The 2009 meeting in Boston
will be no exception, ac-
cording to AATS President
Thomas L. Spray, M.D.

“Over the past several
years, we have enhanced the
scientific portions of the
meeting with new and in-
novative course offerings.
This year, we will introduce
two new programs on Sat-
urday: “New Technologies and Proce-
dures in Congenital and Acquired Heart
Surgery” and “Thoracic Development
Skills.” These programs, which will sup-
plement the Developing the Academic

Surgeon program that has long been a
popular Saturday offering, will provide a

specialized learning oppor-
tunity focused on training
and skill development in
new technologies and tech-
niques, said Dr. Spray. 

“Education has long been
a focus of the American
Association for Thoracic
Surgery, and we remain
committed to maintaining
standards and to providing
learning opportunities at all
levels of training and devel-
opment. This year, we are

particularly excited about the launch of
the AATS Academy,” said Dr. Spray. 

The Academy is an intensive and in-
teractive program for surgeons who
have shown significant promise as po-

tential division chiefs or for those who
have recently assumed that role, Dr.
Spray explained.

“This year, we are also excited to have
the Heart Rhythm Society be a part of the
AATS Annual Meeting,” Dr. Spray said. 

“Ablation vs. Surgery for Atrial Fibril-
lation: Antagonism or Synergism?” will
be presented on Wednesday morning as
part of the AATS program. Afterward,
the faculty will travel across town to pre-
sent the session at the Heart Rhythm
Society’s annual meeting that afternoon
at the Boston Convention and Exhibi-
tion Center,” Dr Spray said. 

This year’s Basic Science Lecturer is
Jonathan A. Epstein, M.D. Dr. Epstein
will present a talk on cardiovascular in-
sights to be gleaned from developmen-

AATS Welcomes Attendees to Boston
David and Linda Sugarbaker, local

arrangements co-chairs, have orga-
nized an exciting social program for the
AATS 2009 Annual Meeting in Boston.
Surrounded by history and current cul-
ture, Boston is a great city to visit. “The
local arrangements committee has been
very busy, and my wife Lin-
da and I are very grateful to
all the members of the car-
diothoracic programs in
Boston for their recom-
mendations and suggestions
for the social program,” said
Dr. Sugarbaker.

“Obviously Boston has a
very rich history. For those
who haven’t visited before,
the Freedom Trail and Fa-
neuil Hall Marketplace
should not be missed.
Boston is also well-known for its world-
class museums, a thriving theater dis-
trict, outstanding restaurants, and great
local neighborhoods like the North End,
Beacon Hill and the Back Bay,” contin-
ued Dr. Sugarbaker.

“We are very happy to be hosting the
AATS Attendee Reception at the Insti-
tute of Contemporary Art. The ICA,
noted for its architecturally distinct ex-
terior, has one of the nation’s finest col-
lections of modern art. It’s a fascinating
place to visit and I urge attendees to join

us on Tuesday evening,” noted Dr. Sug-
arbaker. (Editor’s Note: Registration for
the event is $75.00 and may be made dur-
ing initial registration or purchased on-site
at the AATS Registration Desk.)

Never lacking in a choice for gastro-
nomic delight, Boston has a restaurant

for every taste. “In terms of
dining, seafood remains the
dominant cuisine and there
are plenty of wonderful
restaurants that specialize
in the local flavors. I am sure
that AATS participants will
have lots of fun exploring
both the large scale restau-
rants and the smaller bistros
in Boston’s varied neigh-
borhoods,” Dr. Sugarbaker
added.

“Entertainment options
are plentiful. There are local pubs
where folks can listen to live Irish mu-
sic, sophisticated nightclubs, and con-
temporary establishments like the new
House of Blues. Boston also offers a va-
riety of shopping opportunities. Cop-
ley Place offers upscale department
stores, while Newbury Street is famous
for its designer boutiques and couture
collections. Boston offers it all!” said
Dr. Sugarbaker.

Almost as famous as Boston’s histo-
ry are the city’s beloved sports teams.

From the Celtics to the Patriots, Boston
teams have earned a reputation for ex-
cellence. “Boston is a huge sports
town,” Dr. Sugarbaker added. “The Red
Sox are scheduled to play the Tampa
Bay Rays in Boston at Fenway Park on
Saturday afternoon and Sunday night
during the Annual Meeting.”

Boston is a “walking” city and you can
experience most of the city’s highlights
by putting on your comfortable shoes
and hitting the pavement. For more in-
formation and links to restaurants, shop-
ping, and suggestions on things to do in
the Boston area, visit www.bostoncham-
ber.com or www.boston.com/travel/boston.

AATS has scheduled four specific
tours on Saturday and Sunday, each fo-
cusing on a different facet of the Boston
experience. Preregistration is required
for the tours and a minimum number of
participants must register or the tours
may be cancelled. All tours depart from
the Hynes Convention Center.

Tour 1: Boston by 
Land and Sea
Saturday, May 9 
1:30 p.m.–5:45 p.m.
Your afternoon begins with a guided
tour aboard a luxury motor coach, view-
ing the historical landmarks of the 17th,

Continued on page 2

Continued on page 7

Continued on page 7

THOMAS L.
SPRAY, M.D.

Dr. Michio Kaku Is Honored
Guest Speaker

This year’s Honored Guest Speaker is Mi-
chio Kaku, M.D., of the City Universi-

ty of New York. He will give his lecture on
Tuesday, May 12, 11:50
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in Ball-
room A-C of the Hynes
Convention Center.

Dr. Kaku is a theoreti-
cal physicist and the au-
thor of “Physics of the
Impossible: A Scientific
Exploration of the World of Phasers, Force
Fields, Teleportation.” Among his best
known accomplishments is his role as co-
founder of string field theory.

Dr. Kaku will be introduced by AATS
President Thomas L. Spray, M.D. ■

DAVID
SUGARBAKER, M.D.
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Resident Forum Presents
High-Quality Research
The C. Walton Lillehei Resident Fo-

rum at the 2009 AATS meeting
will be co-moderated by Gus J.

Vlahakes, M.D. and Ara A. Vaporciyan,
M.D. They noted the high
quality of the papers select-
ed for this special forum. 

Dr. Lillehei was an inno-
vator during a time of rapid
change in cardiothoracic
surgery. His work led to pro-
found changes in the man-
agement of many diseases.
However, his commitment
to education probably had
the most substantial effect
on the field through the
training and dissemination
of many leaders in cardiothoracic
surgery both in America and interna-
tionally. This year’s forum seeks to em-
ulate both of these attributes in Dr. Lille-
hei, according to Dr. Vaporciyan.

“I think we should emphasize the
role of embracing young surgeons in
training, in part to attract them to our
field and also, for those already com-
mitted, to help in their mentoring. It is
also in the spirit of the late Dr. Lillehei,
who, over the course of his career,
launched many young surgeons on to
great roles as academic surgeons and as
leaders in the field,” added Dr. Vlahakes.

“The CT Residents Committee has se-
lected eight abstracts that represent a
wide range of work coming from emi-
nent laboratories throughout North
America,” Dr. Vaporciyan noted. They
touch on a wide range of topics both in
and out of the classical laboratory. The
laboratory research includes projects that
are mechanistic, exploring molecular
changes in lung cancer, as well as projects

that are closer to translation to the clini-
cal realm. The outcomes research touch-
es on topics in both cardiac and general
thoracic surgery and provides data that

can be immediately import-
ed to the bedside. A paper on
educational research at-
tempts to address the use of
metrics other than case vol-
ume to assess technical
competency in cardiac
surgery, said Dr. Vaporciyan.

“Perhaps the most impor-
tant aspect of this year’s fo-
rum is not simply the quali-
ty of the papers presented
but the high quality of
trainees that produced this

work. Clearly, these individuals are driven
and gifted, but attention also needs to be
shown to the laboratories and depart-
ments that provided the environment in
which this work could be produced.
Mentoring, even when the recipient is
motivated, is a significant amount of
work. The commitment of these men-
tors cannot be understated and is anoth-
er prominent feature of this special fo-
rum at the AATS,” said Dr. Vaporciyan.

The 12th Annual C. Walton Lillehei
Resident Forum will be held Sunday, May
10, 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. in Room 311 of
the Hynes Convention Center. The forum
consists of 7-minute presentations of orig-
inal work by North American thoracic
surgery residents and/or residents in gen-
eral surgical training programs who are
working in a cardiothoracic surgical lab-
oratory or clinical rotation. An 8-minute
discussion follows each presentation.

The Lillehei Forum is made possible by
an unrestricted educational grant from St.
Jude Medical. ■

ARA A.
VAPORCIYAN, M.D.

Heart Surgery Course
Features New Technology
Anew heart surgery course will be

held Saturday, May 9, from 8:00
a.m. to 12:00 p.m. in Room 302-306 of
the Hynes Convention Center.

“The AATS keeps its con-
stituency current in emerg-
ing issues and technologies
in many ways. One of the
venues is their sponsored
Skills Courses, which pre-
cede the annual meeting.
This year, ‘New Technolo-
gies and Procedures in Con-
genital and Acquired Heart
Surgery’ is a great example
of the coming together of
new technology with clini-
cal procedures to meet the
needs of complex cardiopulmonary ab-
normalities. Moreover, this session high-
lights the increasing collaboration be-
tween industry and physicians as well as
the important collaboration between
surgeons and interventional cardiolo-
gists,” according to Mark Galantowicz,
M.D., the course director.

“The session begins with a focus on
one of the most complex groups of pa-
tients: those with end-stage heart and/or
lung failure requiring replacement ther-
apy with either mechanical assist devices
or transplantation. A representative from
the National Heart, Lung, and Blood In-
stitute will share information on how
new mechanical assist devices are evalu-

ated with a focus on pediatric devices.
Then experts will share information on
the decision matrix used in deciding how
to support children and adults with heart

or lung failure. An exciting
emerging area of pul-
monary mechanical support
will be presented as well,”
he added.

“The next part of the
course looks at the other end
of the spectrum: complex
newborn heart abnormali-
ties that are beginning to be
treated with new hybrid pro-
cedures. These hybrid ap-
proaches are the result of a
growing collaboration be-

tween surgeons and interventional cardi-
ologists, as well as the use of emerging
technology,” he explained.

The session will end with discussions
from the perspectives of a pediatric sur-
geon and an adult surgeon on new imag-
ing techniques to improve outcomes for
open heart surgery.

“We are appreciative of the knowl-
edge and experience that will be shared
by our visionary experts. A lively, in-
formative discussion is anticipated,” he
concluded.

A separate subscription obtained
when registering for the annual meet-
ing is required to attend this sympo-
sium. ■

MARK
GALANTOWICZ, M.D.

tal and stem cell biology. 
The Honored Guest Speaker is Dr.

Michio Kaku, a well-known theoretical
physicist and author of “Physics of the
Impossible: A Scientific Exploration of
the World of Phasers, Force Fields,
Teleportation.”

“I urge you to review the entire
AATS Annual Meeting program at
www.aats.org and to join us in Boston.
The history and culture of this distin-
guished city will provide the perfect
setting for our state-of-the-art scientif-
ic program,” Dr. Spray concluded. 

All AATS attendees are encouraged

to attend Dr. Spray’s presidential address
Monday, May 11, at 11:25 a.m. in Ball-
room A-C, Hynes Convention Center.

Dr. Spray is chief of the Division of
Cardiothoracic Surgery and the Alice
Langdon Warner Endowed Chair in
Cardiothoracic Surgery at The Chil-
dren’s Hospital of Philadelphia. He is
also Director of the hospital’s Tho-
racic Organ Transplantation Program
and Professor of Surgery at the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania School of Med-
icine. He serves as the Executive Di-
rector of the Cardiac Center at The
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia. ■

Meeting Highlights
continued from page 1

New Session on Simulation
In CT Surgical Education
Recognizing that new and creative

educational techniques are essen-
tial to the future of CT education and
training, the AATS has scheduled a spe-
cial session on Tuesday at 11:20 a.m. as
part of the Plenary Session. “The Role
of Simulation in Future Cardiothoracic
Surgical Education” will provide a brief
snapshot into the potential of this tech-
nology in cardiothoracic education. 

The use of simulation in training will
allow for interdisciplinary training in all
areas of thoracic surgery and will be-
come a core element of resident educa-
tion and postgraduate training.

The session will include multidiscipli-
nary contributions by Dan Raemer,
Ph.D., Associate Professor and Bioengi-
neer in the Department of Anesthesia
and Critical Care at Massachusetts Gen-
eral Hospital and Director of Research
and Development at the Center for Med-
ical Simulation in Cambridge, Massa-

chusetts, Yolonda L. Colson, M.D., Ph.D,
Associate Professor in Thoracic Surgery
and Gregory S. Couper, M.D., Assistant
Professor in Cardiac Surgery, both at
Brigham and Women’s Hospital in
Boston. Edward Verrier, M.D., Surgical
Director of Education of the Joint Coun-
cil on Thoracic Surgery Education will
introduce the session. ■

AATS Attendee Reception at the ICA

The Institute of Contemporary Art (ICA) is noted for its architecturally dis-
tinct exterior as well as the modern art within its walls, creating the ulti-

mate contemporary aesthetic experience for the AATS Attendee Reception. 
Come and join us for a reception

featuring wonderful food, cocktails and
entertainment!

The AATS Attendee Reception will
be held Tuesday, May 12, 7:00 p.m. to
10:00 p.m. Please purchase tickets when
you register for the meeting. Or you
may purchase them onsite at the AATS
Registration Desk.

Reception Ticket Price: $75 IW
A

N
B

A
A

N

Notice of 
AATS Annual 

Business Meeting

(AATS Members Only)

Monday, May 11
7:30 a.m. – 7:45 a.m.

Executive Session
Tuesday, May 12
5:00 p.m. – 5:45 p.m.



Duet TRS™

 Reload with Tissue Reinforcement.
Now, offering an added measure of support to transected tissue doesn’t require any additional steps. Duet TRS™ is the only laparoscopic 
linear stapler featuring fully integrated tissue reinforcement material. The synthetic, absorbable material is preloaded on a range of cartridge 
choices, and stays secure during placement and fi ring. 

For more information about Duet TRS™ and our Endo GIA™ Universal, go to www.duettrs.com or call 1-800-722-8772.

COVIDIEN, COVIDIEN with logo ™ marked brand are trademarks of Covidien AG or its affiliate. © 2009 Covidien AG or its affiliate. All rights reserved.

It’s a whole new approach 
to tissue reinforcement: 

Integrated.
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A
A & E MEDICAL 
CORPORATION 326
2310 South Miami Boulevard, 
Suite 240
Durham, NC 27703 USA
www.aemedical.com

ACCURAY INCORPORATED 324
1310 Cheasapeake Terrace
Sunnyvale, CA 94089 USA
www.accuray.com

ACUTE INNOVATIONS 1035
21421 NW Jacobson Road, Suite 700
Hillsboro, OR 97124 USA
www.acuteinnovations.com 

AESCULAP, INC. 108
3773 Corporate Parkway
Center Valley, PA 18034 USA
www.aesculap.com 

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR
THORACIC SURGERY Lobby 1
900 Cummings Center, Suite 221-U
Beverly, MA 01915 USA
www.aats.org  

ATRICURE, INC. 517
6033 Schumacher Park Drive
West Chester, OH 45069 USA
www.atricure.com

ATRIUM MEDICAL 
CORPORATION 525
5 Wentworth Drive
Hudson, NH 03051 USA
www.atriummed.com

ATS MEDICAL, INC. 603
3905 Annapolis Lane, Suite 105
Minneapolis, MN 55447 USA
www.atsmedical.com

B
BAITELLA AG 1603
Thurgauerstrasse 70
Zurich, CH 8050 Switzerland 
www.fisso.com

BAXTER BIOSURGERY 300
One Baxter Parkway
Deerfield, IL 60015 USA
www.baxterbiosurgery.com

BFW, INC. 1503
2307 River Road, Suite 103
Louisville, KY 40206 USA
www.bfwinc.com

BIOMET MICROFIXATION 
(Formerly W. 
Lorenz Surgical) 1602
1520 Tradeport Drive
Jacksonville, FL 32218 USA
www.biometmicrofixation.com 

BOSS INSTRUMENTS, LTD. 826
395 Reas Ford Road, Suite 120
Earlysville, VA 22936 USA
www.bossinst.com 

BOSTON MEDICAL 
PRODUCTS, INC. 112
117 Flanders Rd.
Westborough, MA 01581 USA
www.bosmed.com 

BRONCUS 
TECHNOLOGIES, INC. 924
1400 North Shoreline Boulevard,
Building A8
Mountain View, CA 94043 USA
www.broncus.com 

C
CALIFORNIA MEDICAL 
LABORATORIES, INC. 427
1570 Sunland Lane
Costa Mesa, CA 92626 USA
www.calmedlab.com

CARDIAC ASSIST, INC/
Tandemheart 834
240 Alpha Drive
Pittsburgh, PA 15238 USA
www.cardiacassist.com or
www.tandemheart.com

CARDICA, INC. 1604
900 Saginaw Drive
Redwood City, CA 94063 USA
www.cardica.com 

CARDIMA, INC. 608
47266 Benicia Street
Fremont, CA 94538 USA
www.cardima.com 

CARDIOGENESIS 
CORPORATION 522
11 Musick
Irvine, CA 92618 USA
www.cardiogenesis.com 

CARDIOM MEDICAL 129
1878 Firman Drive
Richardson TX 75081 USA
www.cardiommedical.com

CARDIOMEDICAL GMBH 424
Industriestrasse 3A D-30855
Langenhagen Germany
www.cardiomedical.de 

CARDIONET 1623
227 Washington St 3rd Floor
Conshohocken, PA 19428 USA
www.cardionet.com

CARDIOUS, INC. 827
360 North Robert Suite 510
St. Paul, MN 55101 USA
www.cardious.com 

CASMED 1624
44 East Industrial Road
Branford, CT 06405 USA
www.CASMED.com 

CEREMED, INC. 227
3643 Lenawee Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90016 USA
www.ceremed.com

CHASE MEDICAL 127
1876 Firman Drive
Richardson, TX 75081 USA
www.chasemedical.com 

COOK MEDICAL 509
750 Daniels Way, PO Box 489
Bloomington, IN 47402 USA
www.cookmedical.com

CORMATRIX 
CARDIOVASCULAR, INC. 114
200 N. Cobb Pkwy, 
Marietta, GA 30062 USA
www.cormatrix.com 

CORONEO, INC. 327
9250 Park Avenue, Suite 514
Montreal, Quebec, Canada, H2N 1Z2
www.coroneo.com 

COVIDIEN 213
150 Glover Ave
Norwalk, CT 06856 USA
www.covidien.com 

CRYOLIFE, INC. 1515
1655 Roberts Boulevard NW
Kennesaw, GA 30144 USA
www.cryolife.com

CTSNET 121
3108 Queeny Tower
Barnes Jewish Hospital Plaza
Saint Louis, MO 63110 USA
www.ctsnet.org

D
D'AMBRA TECHNOLOGIES 106
P.O. Box 7308
Portland, ME 04112 USA
www.dambratec.com

DATASCOPE CORPORATION817
14 Phillips Parkway
Montvale, NJ 07645 USA  
www.datascope.com

DELACROIX-CHEVALIER 1030
c/o MED Alliance Group, Inc.
3825 Commerce Drive
St. Charles, IL 60174 USA
www.delacroix-chevalier.com 

DESIGNS FOR VISION, INC.610
760 Koehler Avenue
Ronkonkoma, NY 11779 USA
www.designsforvision.com

DOCTORS 
RESEARCH GROUP 118
574 Heritage Road, Suite 202
Southbury, CT 06488 USA
www.kryptonitebonecement.com

E
EACTS 1300
3 Park Street
Windsor, SL4 1LU, UK
www.eacts.org

EDWARDS LIFESCIENCES 303
One Edwards Way
Irvine, CA 92614 USA
www.edwards.com

ESTECH CARDIAC 
SURGERY SPECIALISTS 203
2603 Camino Ramon, Suite 100
San Ramon, CA 94583 USA
www.estech.com

EXIQON DIAGNOSTICS 935
15501 Redhill Avenue
Tustin, CA 92780 USA
www.oncotech.com

EXPERIMENTAL 
SURGICAL SERVICES 1702
420 Delaware St. SE, MMC 220
Minneapolis, MN 55455 USA
www.ess.umn.edu

F
FEHLING SURGICAL 
INSTRUMENTS, INC. 624
509 Broadstone Lane
Acworth, GA 30101 USA
www.fehlingsurgical.com

G
GENESEE BIOMEDICAL, INC.526
1308 S. Jason Street
Denver, CO 80223 USA
www.geneseebiomedical.com

GLAXOSMITHKLINE 
BIOLOGICALS 1427
89, rue de l'Institut
1330 Rixensart, Belgium 
www.gsk-asci.com  

GORE & ASSOCIATES, INC. 811
1505 North 4th Street, PO BOX 2400
Flagstaff, AZ 86001 USA
www.goremedical.com

H
HEART HUGGER/
GENERAL CARDIAC 
TECHNOLOGY, INC. 422
15814 Winchester Blvd #105
Los Gatos, CA 95030 USA
www.hearthugger.com

HEARTWARE, INC. 1526
205 Newbury St.
Framingham, MA 01701 USA
www.heartware.com 

HOOD LABORATORIES 125
575 Washington St.
Pembroke, MA 02359 USA
www.hoodlabs.com

HRA HOSPITAL 
RESEARCH ASSOCIATES 934
400 Lanidex Plaza
Parsippany, NJ 07054 USA
www.hraresearch.com

I
I-FLOW CORPORATION 1421
20202 Windrow Drive
Lake Forest, CA 92630 USA
www.iflo.com

INTEGRA SURGICAL 831
99 Hartwell Street
W. Boylston, MA 01583 USA
www.integra-surgical.com

INTERNATIONAL COLLEGE
OF ROBOTIC SURGERY 1704
5673 Peachtree Dunwoody Rd, 
Ste 675
Atlanta, GA 30342 USA 
www.icrstraining.org

INTERNATIONAL 
SOCIETY FOR MINIMALLY 
INVASIVE CARDIOTHORACIC
SURGERY 926
900 Cummings Center, Suite 221-U
Beverly, MA 01915 USA
www.ismics.org

INTUITIVE SURGICAL, INC. 625
1266 Kifer Road, Building 101
Sunnyvale, CA 94086 USA
www.intuitivesurgical.com

K
KAPP SURGICAL 
INSTRUMENTS, INC. 931
4919 Warrensville Center Road
Cleveland, OH 44128 USA
www.kappsurgical.com

KARDIUM 628
100 - 12851 Rowan Pl, Richmond
British Columbia V6V2K5 Canada 
www.kardium.com 

KLS MARTIN LP 824
P.O. Box 50249
Jacksonville, FL 32250 USA
www.klsmartin.com 

KOROS USA INC. 735
610 Flinn Avenue
Moorpark, CA 93021 USA
www.korosusa.com 

L
LIFENET HEALTH 1627
1864 Concert Drive
Virginia Beach, VA 23453 USA
www.lifenethealth.org

LIPPINCOTT 
WILLIAMS & WILKINS 1505
31 Cove Road
Salem, NH 03079 USA
www.lww.com

M
MAQUET 
CARDIOVASCULAR 617
170 Baytech Drive
San Jose, CA 95134 USA
www.maquet.com 

MEDI-STIM 323
10200 73rd Avenue North, 
Suite 112
Maple Grove, MN 55369 USA
www.medistim.com 

MEDTRONIC 903
710 Medtronic Parkway NE
Minneapolis, MN 55432 USA
www.medtronic.com

MICARDIA 803
30 Hughes, Suite 206
Irvine, CA 92618 USA
www.micardia.com 

MY NEW HEART 529
162 Muirfield Way
Easton, PA 18042 USA
www.mynewheart.com 

N
NEOMEND, INC. 1102
60 Technology Ste. 100
Irvine, CA 92618 USA
www.neomend.com 

NONIN MEDICAL, INC. 1609
13700 1st Avenue North
Plymouth, MN  55441 USA
www.nonin.com  

NOVADAQ 
TECHNOLOGIES INC. 1522
2585 Skymark Avenue, Suite 306
Mississauga, Ontario, 
Canada L4W 4L5
www.novadaq.com 

O
OLYMPUS SURGICAL 
AMERICA 109
3500 Corporate Pkwy
Center Valley, PA 18034 USA
www.olympussurgical.com

ON-X LIFE 
TECHNOLOGIES, INC. 103
8200 Cameron Road, A-196
Austin, TX 78754 USA
www.onxvalves.com, 
www.heartvalvechoice.com 

P
PENINSULA MEDICAL 
PRODUCTS, LLC. 835
1330 Schoolcraft Road, Suite 200
Livonia, MI 48150 USA
www.peninsulamedicalproducts.com 

PETERS SURGICAL 219
c/o MED Alliance Group, Inc. 
3825 Commerce Drive
St. Charles, IL 60174 USA
www.peters-surgical.com  

PHILIPS HEALTHCARE 1130
22100 Bothell-Everett Highway
Bothell, WA 98021 USA
www.medical.philips.com/us/
company/aboutus

PIONEER SURGICAL 
TECHNOLOGY 801
375 River Park Circle
Marquette, MI 49855 USA
www.pioneersurgical.com

PLASMA SURGICAL, INC. 1500
1009 Mansell Road, Suite F
Roswell, GA  30076 USA
www.plasmasurgical.com

PLUROMED, INC. 1610
25H Olympia Ave
Woburn, MA 01801 USA
www.pluromed.com

Q
QUEST MEDICAL, INC. 602
One Allentown Parkway
Allen, TX 75002 USA
www.questmedical.com

R
RULTRACT/PEMCO 912
5663 Brecksville Road
Cleveland, OH 44131 USA
www.rultract.net

S
SAUNDERS / MOSBY - 
ELSEVIER, INC. 503
1600 JFK Boulevard, Suite 1800
Philadelphia, PA 19103 USA
www.elsevierhealth.com 

SCANLAN 
INTERNATIONAL, INC. 902
One Scanlan Plaza
St Paul, MN 55107 USA
www.scanlanintemational.com  

2009 AATS Annual Meeting Exhibitors

Welcome Reception and Exhibit Hall

Everyone is invited to attend
the Welcome Reception on

Sunday evening that officially
opens the Exhibit Hall. 

“The Exhibit Hall is a great
place for surgeons to learn the
latest techniques and technolo-
gy in cardiothoracic surgery,”
said Yvonne Grunebaum, CEM,

AATS director of industry rela-
tions.

“Many exhibitors will pre-
sent the latest information on
their products; there will be a
number of product launches
as well as in-booth presenta-
tions throughout the meet-
ing. Please check the AATS
Daily for further details,” she
said. ■
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SIEMENS MEDICAL 
SOLUTIONS USA, INC. 1031
51 Valley Stream Parkway
Malvern, PA 19355 USA
www.siemens.com/healthcare

SKYTRON 1134
5085 Corporate Exchange Blvd SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49512 USA
www.skytron.us

SOCIETY OF THORACIC 
SURGEONS 1301
633 North Saint Clair
Chicago, IL 60611 USA
www.sts.org

SOMANETICS CORPORATION 1415
1653 East Maple Road, 
Troy, MI 48083 USA
www.somanetics.com

SONOMETRICS 800
500 Notthinghill Road
London, ON N6K3P1 Canada
www.sonometrics.com 

SONTEC INSTRUMENTS, INC. 423
7248 South Tucson Way
Centennial, CO 80112 USA
www.sontecinstruments.com

SORIN GROUP 315
14401 West 65th Way
Arvada, CO 80004 USA
www.sorin.com 

ST. JUDE MEDICAL, INC. 917
807 Las Cimas Parkway, Suite 400
Austin, TX 78746 USA
www.sjm.com

STS/AATS JOINT HEALTH 
POLICY ACTION CENTER 1401
633 North Saint Clair
Chicago, IL 60611 USA
www.sts.org 

SUPERDIMENSION 200 
161 Cheshire Lane, Suite 100
Plymouth, MN 5441 USA
www.superDimension.com

SURGICAL ACUITY 110
3225 Deming Way
Middleton, WI 53562 USA
www.surgicalacuity.com

SURGITEL/GENERAL 
SCIENTIFIC CORPORATION 900
77 Enterprise Drive
Ann Arbor, MI 48103 USA
www.surgitel.com

SYNCARDIA SYSTEMS INC. 1726
1992 East Silverlake
Tucson, AZ 85713 USA
www.syncardia.com 

SYNOVIS SURGICAL 
INNOVATIONS 1404
2575 University Ave W.
St. Paul, MN, 55114 USA
www.synovissurgical.com

SYNTHEMED, INC. 426
200 Middlesex Essex Turnpike, Suite 210
Iselin, NJ 08830 USA 
www.synthemed.com

SYNTHES CMF 600
1301 Goshen Parkway
West Chester, PA 19380 USA
www.synthes.com

T
TERUMO CARDIOVASCULAR 
SYSTEMS 1405
6200 Jackson Road
Ann Arbor, MI 48103 USA
www.terumo-cvs.com

THORACIC SURGERY 
FOUNDATION FOR RESEARCH & 
EDUCATION (TSFRE) 1100
900 Cummings Center, Suite 221-U
Beverly, MA 01915 USA
www.tsfre.org

THORAMET SURGICAL 
PRODUCTS, INC. 225
301 Route 17 North, Suite 800
Rutherford, NJ 07070 USA
www.thoramet.com

THORATEC CORPORATION 511
6035 Stoneridge Drive
Pleasanton, CA  94588 USA
www.thoratec.com

TRANSONIC SYSTEMS, INC. 832
34 Dutch Mill Road
Ithaca, NY 14850 USA
www.transonic.com

Sunday, May 10
5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.

Monday, May 11
9:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

Tuesday, May 12
9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Exhibit 
Hall Hours

V
VASCULAR TECHNOLOGY 1509
12 Murphy Drive
Nashua, NH 03062 USA
www.vti-online.com 

VERAN MEDICAL 226
5743 West Park Avenue
St Louis, MO 63110 USA
www.veranmedical.com  

VITALCOR, Inc. 930
100 E. Chestnut Avenue
Chicago, IL  60559 USA
www.vitalcor.com,www.appliedfiberoptics.com 

VITALITEC 700
10 Cordage Park Circle
Plymouth, MA 02360 USA
www.vitalitec.com 

W
WELCH ALLYN 1523
4341 State Street Road
Skaneateles Falls, NY 13153 USA
www.welchallyn.com 

WEXLER SURGICAL 
SUPPLIES 220
11333 Chimney Rock Road, #16
Houston, TX 77035 USA
www.wexlersurgical.com

WILEY-BLACKWELL 1608
350 Main St.
Malden, MA 02148 USA
www.wiley.com
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pal investigators on some of the most im-
portant studies done in the last 15-20 years
in pediatric cardiac surgery, according to
Dr. Gaynor. They will talk about lessons
they have learned and how to develop bet-
ter research protocols for the future. 

“One of the big unresolved questions in
all of medicine is: why do two people who
you think are the same act differently in
terms of medical response? This will be ad-
dressed in the session titled ‘Variability in

Outcomes,’” Dr. Gaynor said. 
This session will include

discussions of perioperative
genomics, difficulties in com-
paring outcomes between in-
stitutions, and the difficulties
of translating clinical research
to clinical practice.

Among the other high-
lights of the symposium, ac-
cording to Dr. Gaynor, are
the two pro/con debates by
leaders in the field, which are
scheduled for the morning.

The first, “NIRS is ‘Standard of Care’ for
Postoperative Management,” will be de-
bated by James S. Tweddell, M.D., on the
pro side, and Jennifer C. Hirsch, M.D., on
the con side.

The second debate will address “Use of
a Fenestration Should be Routine During
the Fontan Procedure.” Scott M. Bradley,
M.D., will take the pro side, and Frank L.
Hanley, M.D., will take the con side.

In addition, there will be two surgical
techniques “How I Do It” sessions that
should prove very useful and interesting,
said Dr. Gaynor.

A separate subscription obtained when
registering for the annual meeting is re-
quired to attend this symposium. ■

Registration and Housing: 
Three Ways to Do It!

Internet*
Register online with credit card pay-
ment only: www.aats.org
*Please note that you may register
for the meeting and book your ho-
tel reservation simultaneously when
registering online.

Mail and/or Fax
Send the meeting registration and
hotel reservation form along with
check or credit card information to:

AATS/Experient, P.O. Box 3918,
Frederick, MD 21705
Fax: 301-694-5124 (fax requires 
credit card information)

Call Directly
866-229-2386 or 
301-694-5243 (International)
Deadline: April 3, 2009.
Please note that after April 3, regis-
tration fees will increase. Early reg-
istration is encouraged.

‘Fontan at 40’ Featured
At Heart Disease Session
The AATS/STS Congenital Heart

Disease Symposium will be held
Sunday, May 10, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00

p.m., Room 312, the Hynes Convention
Center.

“The two things I want to emphasize
about the symposium are the session on the
‘Fontan/Kreutzer Procedure at 40,’ which
is at the end of the afternoon, and the ‘Clin-
ical Research in Pediatric Cardiac Surgery:
How Can We do Better?’ session in the
morning. These are the two
major highlights of the pro-
gram,” according to J. William
Gaynor, M.D., of The Chil-
dren’s Hospital of Philadelphia,
the symposium chair.

“The Fontan session will
feature Francis M. Fontan,
M.D. (Bordeaux, France) and
Guillermo O. Kreutzer, M.D.
(Ricardo Gutierrez Children’s
Hospital, Buenos Aires, Ar-
gentina), who basically devel-
oped the procedure,” Dr.
Gaynor commented. 

“The session will also include Marc R.
de Leval, M.D. (International Congenital
Cardiac Centre, London), who is the per-
son primarily responsible for the current
approach taken to the Fontan procedure.
All three of these pioneers will be speak-
ing at the symposium. 

“There is a saying about science about
‘standing on the shoulders of giants.’ Well,
these are three of the giants. So this is go-
ing to be a very exciting and important ses-
sion,” Dr. Gaynor said.

Much of the program will focus on how
to improve research. The morning session
on performing clinical research will include
speakers who have been among the princi-

J. WILLIAM
GAYNOR, M.D.

New Skills Course Covers
Wide Range of Techniques
The Thoracic Developmental Skills

course will consist of lectures giv-
en by young pioneers in the field of
minimally invasive surgery as well as
seasoned experts who will describe var-
ious open techniques, according to Raja
M. Flores, M.D., Memorial Sloan-Ket-
tering Cancer Center, the
course chairman. The
course will be held Satur-
day, May 9, 8:00 a.m. to
12:00 p.m., Room 312,
Hynes Convention Center.

The session will start
with a presentation on
endo-bronchial ultrasound
and the role of the tho-
racic surgeon by Harvey
Pass, M.D., a well-known
pioneer in the field of tho-
racic surgery. Dr. Flores
and Bernie Park, M.D., will describe the
technical aspects of VATS and robotic
lobectomy for each specific lobe. Robert
McKenna, M.D., the father of mini-
mally invasive thoracic surgery, will pre-
sent the technical details of VATS LVRS
and thoracoscopic sympathectomy. 

Tips and pitfalls for major intratho-

racic vascular resection and recon-
struction techniques will be provided
by Erino Rendina, M.D., of La Sapien-
za, Italy. Dr. Rendina has considerable
experience with these techniques. Af-
terward, there will be back-to-back ses-
sions on esophageal surgery: Manjit

Bains, M.D., will describe
his refined Ivor Lewis
technique, after which
Michael Kent, M.D., will
present his experience
with minimally invasive
esophageal surgery. The
audience can then com-
pare the techniques, Dr.
Flores noted. 

Former AATS president
Joel Cooper, M.D., will pre-
sent tricks of the trade in
managing tracheal lesions.

The session will end with Michael
Weyant, M.D., who will discuss various
methods of chest wall resection and re-
construction and indications for pros-
thetic devices based on his large study.

A separate subscription obtained
when registering for the annual meeting
is required to attend this symposium. ■

RAJA M. 
FLORES, M.D.

Experts Share Insights on
Future of Academic Surgery 
This year’s Developing the Academic

Surgeon Symposium will focus on the
future of academic cardiothoracic surgery. 

“As innovation, economics, and com-
peting technologies change the face of
cardiothoracic surgery, prac-
titioners must adapt,” said
course chairman A. Marc Gilli-
nov, M.D., of the Cleveland
Clinic Foundation.

Irving L. Kron, M.D., of the
University of Virginia Health
System, will highlight the im-
portance of academic surgery.
Stephen C. Yang, M.D., of
Johns Hopkins University and
Matthew R. Williams, M.D., of
Columbia University will dis-
cuss new training paradigms.
James L. Cox, M.D., of Washington Uni-
versity, will highlight opportunities in car-
diothoracic surgery, and David R. Jones,
M.D., of the University of Virginia Health
System, and Dr. Gillinov will describe how

these opportunities influence basic and ap-
plied research. 

“Outcomes have never been more im-
portant,” said Dr. Gillinov. Eugene H.
Blackstone, M.D., of the Cleveland Clin-

ic Foundation and Timothy J.
Gardner, M.D., of the Chris-
tiana Care Health System will
present novel approaches to
assessing therapies, including
comment on the National In-
stitutes of Health–sponsored
cardiothoracic surgical trials
network. Bruce Lytle, M.D.,
of the Cleveland Clinic Foun-
dation will discuss an inte-
grated approach to cardio-
vascular disease. 

The symposium will be held
on Saturday, May 9, 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
in Room 302-306 of the Hynes Convention
Center. A separate subscription obtained
when registering for the annual meeting is
required to attend this symposium. ■

Stem Cell Biology Explained
In Basic Science Lecture 
Jonathan A. Epstein, M.D., has been

selected to present this year’s Basic
Science Lecture, “Insights from De-
velopmental and Stem Cell Biology.”
The lecture will be given
Monday, May 11, 10:00
a.m. to 10:40 a.m., Ball-
room A-C of the Hynes
Convention Center.

Dr. Epstein is the
William Wikoff Smith
Professor of Medicine,
and Chairman, Depart-
ment of Cell and Devel-
opmental Biology, at the
University of Pennsyl-
vania as well as the Sci-
entific Director of the
Penn Cardiovascular Institute and the
Founding Co-Director of the Penn In-

stitute of Regenerative Medicine.
“Dr. Epstein is an expert in the mol-

ecular mechanisms of cardiovascular
development and will contribute that

knowledge to how we un-
derstand and treat human
disease,” said AATS Presi-
dent Thomas L. Spray, M.D.

Dr. Epstein’s major ac-
complishments include re-
ceiving two major awards:
the Sir William Osler Young
Investigator Award—Inter-
urban Club (2001) and the
Outstanding Investigator
Award—American Federa-
tion for Medical Research
(2006). In addition, Dr. Ep-

stein is the Associate Editor of the Jour-
nal of Clinical Investigation. ■

A. MARC 
GILLINOV, M.D.

JONATHAN A.
EPSTEIN, M.D.
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18th, and 19th centuries, as well as the
20th and 21st century skyscrapers that
have so radically altered the Shawmut
Peninsula. At the waterfront, it’s “All
Aboard” for a 45-minute cruise of
Boston Harbor, where we’ll view the
harbor islands as well as the Port of
Boston and the Charlestown Navy Yard,
berth of the USS Constitution. After the
cruise, we take to the streets in the
quaint North End, historic Quincy Mar-
ket, and Faneuil Hall Marketplace.

Tour 2: A Visit to Salem and
Marblehead and the 
Collections of the Peabody 
Essex Museum
Sunday, May 10 
9:00 a.m.– 4:00 p.m.
Our visit begins in picturesque Salem,
where we’ll
tour the his-
toric district
to view the
magnificent
G e o r g i a n
and Federal
period man-
sions built
for Salem’s
wealthiest
merchants
and for the
sea captains

of yore. A tour through this town af-
fords a special view of life in the 17th
and 18th centuries, as well as after the
American Revolution, when Salem was
a principal seaport. A highlight will be
a guided tour through the Peabody Es-
sex Museum (America’s oldest contin-
uing museum) and its outstanding col-
lections including maritime art,
American decorative arts and furniture,
and Asian export art. Before returning
to Boston, we’ll drive along the spec-
tacular coastline of Marblehead, one of
New England’s most charming towns.

Tour 3: Private Homes of 
Beacon Hill
Monday, May 11
8:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
Beacon Hill is best known for its steep
cobbled streets, brick townhouses,
gaslights, and hidden gardens. This is a
unique opportunity to visit private
homes in one of the country’s most
venerated neighborhoods of historic
homes built after the American Revo-
lution. Knowledgeable guides, all of
whom live in the area, will share the his-
tory of “The Hill” and escort us on a
tour of three private homes. A large
percentage of the tour fee is donated to
charities dedicated to improving the
lives of local women and children.
Much of this tour will be on foot, and

sidewalks and streets are bricked and
cobblestoned. Please dress accordingly
as this tour is held rain or shine.

Tour 4: Boston Old and New
Tuesday, May 12
9:00 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
Your guide will bring historic Boston
alive as you tour landmarks and archi-
tectural monuments of the past, and the
skyscrapers of the present. You will be
able to view the palatial mansions and
churches of
the Victorian
Back Bay, the
c h a r m i n g
Beacon Hill
streetscapes,
as well as the
c o l o n i a l
highlights of
the Freedom
Trail before
s t r o l l i n g
through the
North End.
The next stop is the Charlestown Navy
Yard for a visit to the beloved USS
Constitution (“Old Ironsides”), the old-
est commissioned warship afloat. Your
final stop on this tour will be Faneuil
Hall and America’s oldest marketplace,
Quincy Market, in all of its revitalized
splendor. Here you will meander
among the various shops, the outdoor
restaurants, vendor carts, and street
musicians that make this neighbor-
hood such a vibrant place. ■

Touring Boston
continued from page 1
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General Thoracic
Surgery Symposium
Features Experts

The AATS/STS General Thoracic Surgery
Symposium will be held Sunday, May 10,

8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. in Room 302-306 in the
Hynes Convention Center. The symposium
chair is David H. Harpole, Jr., M.D., of Duke
University.

“This year’s General Thoracic Surgery Sym-
posium will be a great course, featuring talks
by some of the leading experts in their re-
spective fields,” according to Dr. Harpole.

The course will be divided into three ses-
sions. 

In the morning, Session I will focus on issues
in non–small cell lung cancer staging and treat-
ment. Expert speakers will address new lung
cancer staging, chemotherapy 101, tyrosine ki-
nase inhibitors, anti-angiogenesis and other
molecular targets, radiotherapy 101, and cur-
rent early-stage lung cancer trials.

Session II will focus on controversies in lung
cancer, including a presentation on medi-
astinoscopy or EBUS/EUS, a discussion of
who is medically inoperable, a presentation of
ablative therapy for nodules, and the issue of
“up front” or “outback” chemotherapy. 

Session III will provide an overall update of
general thoracic surgery issues, including pre-
sentations on STS database risk adjustment,
pulmonary metastasectomy, and interven-
tions for emphysema.

A separate subscription obtained when reg-
istering for the annual meeting is required to
attend this symposium. ■

TUESDAY 
7:00 AM – 8:45 AM

Cardiac Surgery Forum

General Thoracic Surgery Forum

8:45 AM – 11:20 AM

Plenary Scientific Session

11:20 AM – 11:50 AM

Simulation Session

11:50 AM – 12:30 PM

Honored Speaker Lecture

2:00 PM – 5:00 PM

SIMULTANEOUS SCIENTIFIC SESSIONS

Adult Cardiac

General Thoracic

Congenital Heart

5:00 PM Executive Session 
(Members Only)

7:00 PM – 10:00 PM

Attendee Reception

WEDNESDAY 
7:00 AM – 9:00 AM

Emerging Technologies and 
Techniques Forum

9:00 AM – 10:00 AM

Controversies in Cardiothoracic 
Surgery

10:00 AM – 12:00 PM

Ablation vs. Surgery for Atrial 
Fibrillation

Pneumonectomy: A Treatment or a
Disease?

Cover image: ©vivalapenler/fotolia.com

Continued from page 1

Many Strides Made in Adult
Cardiac Surgery 
The AATS/STS Adult Cardiac

Surgery Symposium will be
held Sunday, May 10, 8:00 a.m. to
5:00 p.m. in Ballroom 20 A-C of the
Hynes Convention Center. Michael
A. Acker, M.D., and Joseph E.
Bavaria, M.D., both of the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania,
are co-chairs.

“This year will fea-
ture some of the top
players in the field and
will highlight treat-
ment of thoracic aor-
ta disease, advances in
valve repair, treatment
of atrial fibrillation
and heart failure, and
current issues in coro-
nary artery bypass, in-
cluding the use of
stents and off-pump vs. on-pump
procedures,” Dr. Bavaria said.

Session I, on the thoracic aorta,
will feature a discussion of current
trends and results in TEVAR, and
the role of TEVAR in the setting of
type A and type B dissection.
There will also be a presentation
on the hybrid arch.

Session II is devoted to aortic
valve repair. Transcatheter valve
replacement will also be covered,
including femoral and transapical
approaches. 

Session III is devoted to mitral
valve repair.

“Additionally, the postgradu-
ate course will attempt to shed
some light on the decision-mak-
ing process used by surgeons
when they encounter the vari-

ous combinations of
two-valve disease,”
Dr. Bavaria added.
This will be the pri-
mary focus of Ses-
sion IV, which will
also have a presenta-
tion on the surgical
treatment of atrial
f ibrillation.

Treatments for heart
failure will be discussed
in Session V, which will
include presentations

on functional mitral regurgitation
and the use of VADs as a possible
solution. Finally, Session VI will be
devoted to coronary artery by-
pass and will feature a presenta-
tion on stenting, as well as a three-
way debate on the optimal way of
doing coronary revascularization,
contrasting off-pump vs. on-pump
and hybrid procedures.

A separate subscription that can
be obtained when registering for
the annual meeting is required to
attend this symposium. ■

JOSEPH E.
BAVARIA, M.D.
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Current and anticipated evolution in technology, surgical techniques and other clinical drivers 
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